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call 1-800-596-1 358 for the di Hard's furniture store nearest you. 




who says you can’t put a sofa (or a lamp 

or a table) under the tree next month? 
when you’re making your gift list, think 
big. then come to Dillard’s and let us 

help you pull it off! 1 , Chest with hondpainted floral 

details, MW x 18.5D x 35"H. $899, 

2 . "Maura" 3- way floor lamp with 
tambour shade, 68 n high, $369. 

3 , Hooker gloss top table with 
antiqued bronze Finish elephant base. 
26 x 26, 11 $599. 4 . decorize.com 

" faux tortoise shell box. 12.5 X 8.5 x 5 ,f . 

$129, 5 . Southern Pari s" 94" camel - 
■ back velvet sofa in burgundy. $7 99. 
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“I love Oklahoma Today” says publisher 
Joan Henderson, here with her daughter 
Phoebe, “I believe people are the key to the 
success of an organization, and we have an 
outstanding staff, Fm proud of what we've 
accomplished here,” Henderson, who was 
raised in Stillwater and graduated from OSU 
in 1979, joined the magazine seven years ago 
after a multimedia career in Austin. An 
accomplished photographer and a baker in 
her spare time (she routinely whips up her 
famous “Joan's Scones” for the OKT staff)* 
Henderson also serves on the board of the 
International Regional Magazine Association, 




Guymon native Gordon Grice relived 
his hometown years in this issue’s 
Weekends department (page 28). 
“We're living in Wisconsin these days,” 
says Grice, “so the Weekends piece was 
a chance to renew old acquaintances in 
our hometown,” Grice's first book, The 
Red Hourglass: Lives of the Predators 
(1998), was recently named by 
Amazon.com editors to its Fifteen 
Wildlife Classics list, and he recently 
has been published in the New Yorker 
and Discover. Grice is currently at work 
on a memoir about his childhood, to be 
published by the Dial Press, By the time 
this issue hits newsstands, Grice and his 
family will be celebrating the arrival of 
another child. 


Rod Walton lives in Bartlesville 
with his wife, Laura, and their four 
children. A frequent writer for the 
magazine, Walton stayed close to 
home for this issue, covering the Our 
Saints Among Us exhibit at Price 
Tower Arts Center in the Across the 
Range department (page 13). “1 am 
intrigued by how these artists have 
used their religious sensibilities 
differently in their work,” says 
Walton. “It is all faith- based, but 
from different prisms.” For three 
years a writer for the Tulsa World , 
Walton covers eastern Oklahoma, 




NOVEMBER j DECEMBER 2001 


OKLAHOMA 

Official Magazine of the m j 

State of Oklahoma i o aay 

Since 1956 

FRANK KEATING, Governor 

A 

JOAN HENDERSON 
Publisher 

LOUISA M c CUNE 
Editor in Chief 

STEVEN WALKER. WALKER CREATIVE. INC. 

Art Director 

STEFFTE CORCORAN, Sewtor Editor 
ANDREA LOPEZ WALKER, Associate Editor 
LEAH SHARPE, Designer 
BROOKE DEMETZ and 

RVAN MARIE MENDENHALL, Mtoriaf Assisto^ 

HEATHER SUGRUE, Editorial Intern 

Contributing Editors 

BURKHARD BILGER, SHEILAH BRIGHT, 

ADAM BUCKLEY COHEN, KELLY CROW, |OHN ELK III, 
IOEL EVERETT, GORDON GRICE, ROBERT HENRY, 
JOHN IERNIGAN, YOUSEF KHANFAR, TOM LUKER, 
MAURA MCDERMOTT, J. D. MERRYWEATHER, MICHAEL 

WALLIS, and NANCY WOODARD 

MELANIE BREEDEN. General Menage t 
COLLEEN MCINTYRE, Production Manager 

WALT DISNEY, Advertising Director 
CHARLOTTE ASHWORTH, Account Executive 
KIM RYAN, Account Executive 
SANDI WELCH, Graphic Artist 

LISA BRECKENRIDGE, Accountant 
B ECKY ISAAC, Office Manager 
KATHY FUGATE, Circulation Assistant 

Tourism and Recreation 
IANE I AY ROE, Executive Director 

Tourism rtrt/J Recreation Commission 
LT. GOV MARY FALUN, Chair 
ROBYN BATSON, STAN CLARK, JOE HARWOOD, 

BOYD LEE, IOE MARTIN, JANIS RICKS, HAL SMITH. 

ROBERT WATSON 

To contact Oftfafrontfl Today staff by email: 
advertb ing@oklaho matoday.com 
c ire u fation@okf ahomatoday.com 
editorial@oklahomatoday.com 

Okiahoma Today , winner of the 

1999 Folio Editorial Excellence Award 
IRMA Magazine of the Year. 1991. 1993. 1994. 1996 

1998 Wilbur Award 

QEifdim,Udi Today (ISSN 0030-1892) Is published seven times a 
year: in lanuary, February, March, May, July, September, and 
November by the Stale of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department, 35 N, Robinson, Suite 100, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73t02, POSTMASTER: Send address changes to OUn- 
Today Circulation, P.G. Box 53384, Oklahoma City, OK 
73152. Oklahoma City Advertising Sales Office, P.O. Box 53384, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152, (405) 521-2496 or (800) 777-1793. Sub- 
scription prices: SI 6.95 per year in the U.S.; $26.95 per year out- 
side U.S. U.S. copyright © 2001 by Oklahoma Today. Reproduction 
in whole or in pan without permission is prohibited, OLidicv/ifl To- 
day is not responsible for the care and/or return of unsolicited manu- 
scripts, artwork, photography, books, or any other material 
submitted for possible publication. Never send original photogra- 
phy, manuscripts, or artwork. In no event shall submission of such 
unsolicited materia) subject OUfl/aewfl Today to any claim for hold* 
ingfees or other similar charges. Payment is upon publication. Visit 
Okiahoma Today on the Internet at okEahomatoday.corn, 


mQa IR£vy\ 

shTERhATO’-i'AL RECUO+441 

»mi Pi M i*i i i u* h m ^ 



4 | OKLAHOMA TODAY 


Electric Utility 




Perception. 


Reality 


Brightening your life and the holidays. Displaying a glowing array of energy solutions. That’s OGE. 
Visit the OGE Garden Lights and Crystal Bridge at the Myriad Botanical Gardens, 
downtown Oklahoma City, through December 31st. 



www.oge.com T 2001 OGE Energy Corp. NYSE: OGE 


iccountability. stability, reliability, flexibility, accountability, stability, 
ibility. accountability, power at the speed of life™, flexibility, reliability, acco 
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Living Proof 


T oday in Oklahoma, the skies were mildly overcast, a few drops 

of rain here and there. Traffic moved along normally. We went to work. We went 
home after work. We turned on the TV. We had been trying to keep our distance, 
just a little, to gain some sense of peace and security. But again, the images flashing, we 
shook our heads in disbelief, at CNN, at MSNBC, at Fox News, at even MTV. 

We shook our heads in grief, like every other American. We wept. And we felt connected, 
a vulgar kinship to New York, to Washington, in the most grievous and awesome way one 
could: as survivors, as brethren. That nausea in the pits of our stomachs on September 11, 
2001, was the same sickness of April 19, 1995. 

That our days of suffering and infamy are shared gives us what? Like two women bat- 
tered, New York and Oklahoma City can find a common ground in bottomless grief and 
righteous anger, in marked heroism and renewed public union. What Oklahomans pos- 
sess that New York shall eventually assume is a healed scar in the landscape of its down- 
town — a place where people will come to remember, to gain strength, to find peace, to an- 
swer questions. We can say to Manhattan, to the nation’s capitol, with authority, you , too, 
will overcome. We are living proof. 

Like putting a good dog to sleep, there are no words that will assuage the range of emo- 
tions Americans feel. There is no psychology big enough or good enough to treat these events 
in their full horror. It is terrifically, horrendously sad. The medicine? Only time. 

This issue of Oklahoma Today focuses, in large part and as usual, on the holidays. We 
have a service piece — the nifty and handy Gift Guide — and the clever little narrative “Or- 
namental” by novelist Bill Bernhardt. But we’re not kidding anyone. We know full well that 
the upcoming holiday season will likely be the worst in memory for tens of thousands of 
Americans. Families will be seated next to empty chairs at Thanksgiving tables. Employers 
will commence the workday with 90 percent fewer at their desks. Sisters will have no broth- 
ers, husbands no wives. If you didn’t know someone, then you knew someone who did. 

Just two or three degrees of separation, personally and professionally, divide 
us. For that reason, we at Oklahoma Today dedicate this issue of the maga- 
zine, our last for the year 2001, to all the victims of the September 1 1 attacks 
and to the residents of New York City and Washington, D.C. 

In this national hour of unity and shaken awareness, I am inspired to pon- 
der our personal differences. How is it that so many couples can’t stay mar- 
ried? How is it that siblings go for years without speaking, a petty argument 
turned into a gulf? I am tempted to emphasize the word “tolerance,” but for 
whom? Of course, for the world, for us all. But tolerance doesn’t appear to have 
been reciprocated; the jihad has evidently arrived on the shores of these United States. 

I rarely make pleas in this column space. It generally isn’t appropriate here. But unbeliev- 
able circumstances compel me. My plea, then, is for that most ultimate of expressions, love. 
At the very least, express your love to your children, your siblings, your spouses, your col- 
leagues, your neighbors. Don’t assume they know. Let them know. Don’t just hear them, lis- 
ten to them. Take care of yourself, so that you may take care of them. Recognize that they are 
not meant to be mirror reflections of you. Don’t stop there. Repair a fragile friendship. So- 
licit affection. Ask for someone’s opinion, for someone’s forgiveness. Speak their name. And 
remember, as we recently have been instructed, actions inevitably speak louder than words. 
Choose yours wisely. 

With best personal regards, 


^ / mccune@OKLAHOMA 


HOMA TODAY 
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The Revised Edition 


An updated edition of the Special Memorial Issue of Oklahoma Today is 
now available. Cali today to reserve your copy of this critically acclaimed 
issue for only $9,95, plus $4 for shipping and handling* Major credit cards 
accepted. This expanded edition will not be included with regular 
subscriptions to Oklahoma Today . 


Call toll free 1-800-777-1793 

Or order online at www.oklahomatoday.com 






Artist Wilson Hurley and librarian Avis Hammer at the Midwest City Library in 1988. 


Midwest Art 

I enjoyed the article on the Windows to 
the West triptychs of Wilson Hurley 
(September-October 2001), Please note 
Wilson Hurley’s triptych Summer Skies , 
Oklahoma is in the foyer of the Midwest 
City library at 8143 East Reno Avenue. 
The triptych was commissioned by the 
City of Midwest City for its new library 
in 1988. 

Frances E. Ray 
Midwest City 

We in Midwest City are very proud to 
have a Wilson Hurley triptych on dis- 
play in the lobby of our library. Visitors 
are welcome to view this work of art. 
The library is open seven days a week 
with no admission charge. 

Dave Farrington 
Midwest City 

My grandson Charles Cash ion gave 
me a subscription to your magazine for 
Christmas, It was a delight to see the 
article “Westward Expansion/ 1 about 
artist Wilson Hurley's landscape paint- 
ings at the National Cowboy and West- 
ern Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City. The art was just beautiful 

1 love each issue and what is happen- 



ing in the great state of Oklahoma. Look- 
ing forward to the next issue. Keep up 
the wonderful work. 

Margaret Ludwig 
Kingfisher 

Leaves of Gold 

I received the September-August 
2001 issue, and it is wonderful. Now 
living in Houston, I am reminded of 
how much I miss autumn in Okla- 
homa. The issue bought rears to my 
eyes standing there next to the mail- 
box. Thank you again for your won- 
derful work. 

Patti Carver 
Spring, TX 

Be Advised 

On behalf of the OSU Alumni Asso- 
ciation and the Student Homecoming 
Steering Committee, thank you for the 
nice Calendar feature on OSU’s Home- 
coming. It was well written and attrac- 
tively presented. We appreciate being 
represented in such a quality magazine 
as Oklahoma Today . 

Thanks again! 

Anne Scott 
Homecoming Advisor, OSU 
Stillwater 
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Recollections 

As one of many transplanted Okies in 
southern California, I rely on your maga- 
zine to help me stay connected to home. 

I particularly enjoyed Greg Johnson’s 
well- written piece on Jimmy Webb. 

As an Oklahoma musician in the gen- 
eration just after Webb (I was a 
band mate of Kevin Welch and Michael 
McCarty in Norman in the mid-1970s 
group Blue Rose Cafe, from which the 
Tulsa eatery got its name), I may have 
unjustly judged him “too pop" or “too 
country," though T was always im- 
pressed with his creative songwriting 
and inspired arrangements. Johnson's 
fine article makes me want to click onto 
Amazon immediately and order a 
couple of those more recent albums to 
see what the fuss is about. 

Though my musical “career” arc has 
taken me far from what you might think 
of as Okie roots — I’ve become primarily 
a “world music” guy, working in Los 
Angeles in Latin-oriented bands, 
including Sabia and now Conjunto 
Jardin — I owe any small measure of 
success IVe had to my musical training 
and experiences in Oklahoma. 

Because 1 also wear the hat of 
freelance editor, I must point out that 
the name of the great British composer 
is Ralph Vaughan Williams (learned in 
music school at DU), not Ralph Von 
Williams. And in the following para- 
graph, how did the three Webb Broth- 
ers inexplicably become a duo? These 
nitpicks hardly detracted from another 
example of the excellent local music 
coverage that I have come to expect 
from Oklahoma Today. 

Gary Johnson 
Pacific Palisades, CA 

Thank you for your feedback. That 
you were inspired to acquire Jimmy 
Webb's more recent albums is a sign to 
us that our mission — to reintroduce the 
mus ic of th is ta len ted Ok I a h o m a n to our 
readers — -was accomplished. As for the 
fact-checking and copyediting errors s 
mea culpa . 


e | OKLAHOMA TODAY 



All Cracked Up 

You can take the boy out of Okla- 
homa, but you can't take Oklahoma 
out of the boy, I'm proud to have been 
born and raised in Tulsa. 

This piece of sidewalk in Ridgewood, 
New Jersey, struck me as comical one 
day. I occasionally get a copy of Okla- 
homa Today from my mother (an 
Oklahoma native now living in Boca 
Raton, Florida). 1 thought your readers 
might get a kick out of knowing some- 
one faraway still thinks about home. 


By the way, no offense to the folks 
out in the Panhandle. 

Donald Whitaker 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 

South of the Red River 

We are new subscribers to your maga- 
zine. However, we will be long-term 
customers. Your articles bring hack 
many old memories of growing up in 
Tulsa: Peoria, Admiral Twin, Nelson's 
Buffeteria, Frankoma, Cain’s Ballroom, 
Knotty Pine, Arkansas River (before 
Keystone), weekends at Mazie Landing 
(before the new road). Here is a teaser, 
does anyone remember Skyline Park? 
Anyway, we really enjoy your articles 
and look forward to the day we return 
to Oklahoma. 

Jim and Dianne Choate 
The Woodlands, TX 


Sweet on Oklahoma 

We want you to know how much we 
appreciate the mention in the luly- 
August issue of Oklahoma Today* Your 
interest in our store and the attractive 
column means a great deal to us. We 
hope you will visit us again. 

Janet Dundel and Jeff Darby 
Sweet Tooth Candy 8c Gift Co, 
Tulsa 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and a daytime 
phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma 
Today , Attn. Editor. P.O. Box 53384, 
Oklahoma City. OK 73 1 52 or fax to 
(405) 522-4588. Address electronic mail to 
1 ette r s@o kl ah oma to day . com . 



Tfe trip includes-. 


Join the University of Central Oklahoma s 
Broadway Tonight in New York City 
February 28 - March 3, 2002 for the Broadway 
revival of Roger and Hammers tein’s “Oklahoma!" 


A three night stay at the 
famed Algonquin Hotel 


Pre-theater dinner at the 


a n 

J- 21 


MO I# 


0 Round-trip air on American 
* Airlines from Oklahoma Cit 


For reservations contact Kendall Hagan 
at Klanhagan Travel. (405) 755-6413. 
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BY RYAN MARIE MENDENHALL 



As the holiday season 


approaches, entertaining 


friends and family is easy 


with this durable and 
attractive Oklahoma-made 
kitchenware. 


V > 

V 


A Homegrown 

The Busses, owners of 
Sturdy Oak Wood 
Crafts, are known to 
make house calls. If a 
customer has a tree to 
offer, the Busses inspect 
it for quality. If the tree 
passes their test, they 
will eventually make a 
masterpiece out of it. 
The emerald green 
specks in this bowl are 
ground stone, used to 
add character and to fill 
in surprises found in 
the wood during the 
crafting process. Bowls 
are considered a rarity 
due to the difficult task 
of making the wood 
into a round, smooth 
shape. Maple salad 
bowl, $195. 


ABirds of a Feather 

Sturdy Oak finishes each piece with a nontoxic 
mineral oil, a tasteless and odorless substance that 
is waterproof and safe for food preparation. 
Mineral oil also brings out the natural grain and 
color of the wood. For good maintenance of 
Sturdy Oak products, the Busses recommend that 
customers occasionally rub a dab of mineral oil on 
their kitchenware. Birds-eye maple and walnut 
serving pieces, $9.50-$ 17. 


JOHN JERNIGAN 




A Showstoppers 

Sturdy Oak can be found 
/ f at arts an ^ crafts shows 

- ( F th ro u gh ° u 1 Okl aho m a * 
The Busses have traveled 
to Oklahoma City's 

Festival of the Arts, Arts Festival Oklahoma, Tulsa 
Mayfesl, and Affair of the Heart* Sturdy Oak also 
regularly travels to shows in Florida, New Mexico, 
and Texas. Their signature three-toned wood Is 
apparent in this trio. Wine bottle stopper, $1 1.50; 
toothpick holder, $12.50; and basting brush, $15,50. 


^ Movable Feast 

A signature item by Connie 
I B uss , t h is b U tcher - block scr v i ng 
( carts hows o ff t he eo m pa ny s 
talent and quality of design. The 
oak base table with maple and 
oak cutting board top receives 
the most oohs and aahs at craft 
shows. While the cutting board, 
like smaller boards, can lake 
abuse from the knife, Connie 
understood why some owners 
could not bear to swipe away at 
their handmade board. So the 
Busses included a slide-out 
cutting board that detaches 
from the side. This way, owners 
can use their butcher-block carl 
as a decorative piece as well as a 
kitchen utensil — minus the 


A All Lathed Up 

Three woods in one make this rolling pin 
extra special Maple, black walnut, and 
cardinal wood were combined to make this 
baker's delight. An easy task, making three 
woods smooth and round? Think again. 
The Russes use a lathe (a spinning device 
woodworkers mount wood on) to make 
circular products. The lathe requires skill 
and craftsmanship of even the most 
experienced woodworkers. Rolling pin, $38. 


Cut It Out 

if a customer says, *1 must have had this cutting 
"Board for fifteen years, and it is still as nice as when I 
bought it,* then we know we have accomplished our 
ultimate goal'* Connie says. Sturdy Oak Wood Crafts 
sticks by that goal. If a customer finds the product 
unusable because of a manufacturing mishap, they 
will replace it. Because of the skill and amount of 
time involved in its making, this maple and walnut 
checkered board is a bit pricier than most at $95. The 
majority cost between $ 14 and $50, 


Wood is the backbone of the Buss family. As a young 
boy, Stan was introduced to woodworking by watching 
his carpenter father. Stan then introduced Connie to 
the art when the couple built their cabin home in the 
Ozarks in Arkansas in 1 977. 

In the early Eighties, the Busses packed their bags and 
moved to Elk City to get a piece of the oil boom. When 
jobs were scarce, they decided to try their hand at the 
kitchenware woodworking business. The couple made 
an impressive debut in 1981. 

The Busses* workmanship has come a long way from 
their cabin-building days in the Ozarks. With customer 
loyalty and at least twenty-ftve shows a year, Sturdy Oak 
Wood Crafts is larger and more successful than they 
ever dreamed. Perhaps the best perk of Connie and 
Stan's business is that they have been able to spend time 
with their family while making a living, "It was important 
that my children were around the woodworking and 
show atmosphere," says Connie. “They got to 
experience what it was like to live a craftsman's life." 

To order products or to find out more about Sturdy Oak 
Wood Crofts, customers can cal/ (580) 225-0664. 
cbuss@it/neLne£ * 



► Shape Up 

Stan and Connie Buss 1 first stab 
al the woodworking business 
twenty years ago began with 
these durable cutting boards. The 
boards now come in twenty different 
shapes and sizes, each imbued with 
creativity and originality. While chili peppers, 
apples, and hearts arc among the many varieties, the 
Busses have also served customers with odd requests 
like ducks and pineapples. Oklahoma-shaped cutting 
board made from Appalachian red oak, $28. 
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Road Trip! 


Virtual Travel Along Route 66 


Route 66 has always provided 
the publishing world with good 
stories from the asphalt yonder, 
starting with the original road novel 
The Gropes of Wroth. The latest 
offering about the Mother Road is 
Traveling Route 66 (University of 
Oklahoma Press, $14.95), a charming little 
book packed with contemporary photos, 
anecdotes of yore, unforgettable road 
warrior icons, and good old-fashioned design 
know-how. The book, life-size at right, 
canvasses in loving detail each state's segment of 
the seventyTive-year-old road. Traveling Route 66 
measures just four by six inches, despite its page 
count of 408, Author Nick Freeth — a British radio 
producer, for many years with the BBC — writes 
that "this book follows the path of the Mother 
Road, assesses its importance, and attempts, in the 
process, to capture something of its special 
magic." It does, indeed. 

— Louisa McCune 
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THE CAKE LADIES 


YOLTRE LOOKING FOR A TASTY 
treat to complement holiday meals, 
turn to Marilou Munn and Dee Stout 
of MariDee’s Country Kitchen 
Cakes to bring a slice of heaven 
to the table. 

In June 1999, MariDee's 
Country Kitchen Cakes de- 
buted in Elmore City after 
Munn and Stout consulted 
Marge Murray of Duncan, 
who ran a similar business 
years before. She suggested 
sending a MariDee's cake to the 
editors of Food Finds , a popular 
book that highlights epicures 
across the nation, Mari Dee s was ac- 
cepted, the only Oklahoma listing. 
Eventually, the book rights were sold to 
the Food Network, who began produc- 
tion of a television show. 
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The producers retained the name Food 
Finds and two weeks later came calling to 
film Mari Dee's for the 2000 holiday epi- 
sode. Munn and Stout were flooded with 
orders. “Last year, we ran shifts twenty- 
four hours a day,” says Stout. “Our 
website had 1 00,000 hits the first week of 
December,” The two expect a busy holi- 
day season again this year. 

Adapted from a recipe of Stout's 
grandmother, MariDee's pound cakes 
come in a dozen flavors, including the 
traditional Heavenly, and Devilish, its 
chocolate companion. Eight toppings — 
including Perfect Peach and Pecan Pra- 
line — are also available. 

— Melinda Foreman 

Mari Dee's Court tr)' Kitchen Cakes, west 
off 1-35 in Elmore City , (800) 798-7730; 
marideescakes. com. 


.JOHN JERNKiAN 



Matters of Faith 

Devotional Art at Price Tower 


^k Arc and religion have been m uy, muy bueno to Sarbe Await. 

Kl The Albuquerque art collector; along with her husband, 
S '. Paul Rhexts, has amassed hundreds of works detailing the 
^ a influence of Hispanic Catholicism on the American 

Southwest. After stopovers in California, Texas, and 
Colorado, their collection, Our Sam ts Among Us; 400 
Years of New Mexican Devotional Art, will come to 
\ ^ i Bartlesville for a public showing at the Price 

T owe r Arts C e nte r. 

\ ^^^k The exhibit. Await believes, is tailor-made 

/ v Ik for the upcoming holiday season. 

"Even people who don't believe in the 
Catholic faith can believe in the Christ- 
*\ mas spirit/ 1 she says. 

* j Our Saints highlights that holiday 

^ spirit through a decidedly Hispanic 

lens. Awalt's collection includes 
such unique cultural pieces as 
retcrb/os, portraits of saints painted 
on flat wooden boards: muertes. or 
skeletal figures: and bu/tos, three- 
dimensional sculptural saints. 

"We feel really fortunate to have it here," 
former Price Tower museum executive director Carol 
Ross Wofford says of the exhibit "ft's very inspi rational, a 
fascinating look into perceptions." 

The Christian icons represented by the artists include what 
Await refers to as the "biggies": Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Beyond 
the First Family are others, from Saint Anthony— to whom some 
Catholics pray for help in finding things — to the lesser-known 
Santa Librada, patron saint of independent women. 

The show will include the work of Bartlesville teenager Amy 
^ Garcia Briggs. Briggs produced a retab/o of 

Santa Li brad a for Awalt's collection and 
* has had exclusive showings in Santa Fe, 

jf "You don’t get to exhibit in Santa 

Fe unless you’re pretty good." 

M Wofford notes. "I think Barbe Await 

fcj* > 'tyjx) knew ber before we knew her/' 

RMp~ I — Rod Walton 


Our Saints Among Us, December 7 
through February 3 at Price Tower Arts 
Center m Bart/esv/We, 5/0 
Dewey Avenue* (9/8J 336* 
4949; nmsamos.com or 
PJ, pncetower.org. 



The Smell of Success 


GARLIC IS LIFE IN TULSA 

Think of bad breath when you hear the word “garlic”? That's 
not the case for Darrell Merrell, founder and director ofthe third 
annual Garlic Is Life Symposium and Festival. “Garlic does not have 
an odor, it has a fragrance,” he says. 

Garlic lowers bad cholesterol, cleanses blood vessels, thins 
blood, Kelps curb diabetes, and is beneficial in treating cancers, 
according to MerrelL He says, “Garlic is the most healthful thing 
you can consume.” Health benefits, though, are only one dove 
in the world of garlic* 

The week kicks off with a symposium on health benefits, 
cooking, and a speakers forum. Presenters include Tony Lia, 
former executive chef of California’s Stinking Rose restaurants, 
and Dr. Phil Simon discussing DNA fingerprinting of garlic. 

Another event, the Garlic Growers Conference, features a 
discussion about diseases, pests, marketing, and economics of 
garlic growing. 

The festival, free to the public, is Saturday, November 3. “We 
go around blowing garlic breath on people,” says MerrelL The 
outdoor festival features music and booths filled with, yes, gar- 
lic paraphernalia. The public can enjoy cooking demonstrations 
and sample varieties of roasted garlic along the way, Merrell es- 
timates three to four thousand will attend, 

— Brooke Demetz 

The Garlic Is Life Symposium and Festival, October 3 1 through 
Novembers at the OSV-Tulsa campus. 700 North Greenwood 
Avenue, (918) 446-7522; garlicistifexoni. 
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FOR YOUR HEALTH 

Pratt’s Wellmarket 


Y ears ago, the word “organic* 1 evoked thoughts of 

compost piles and hippies, and “soy” meant, exclusively, sauce. 
Times have changed. What once was a concept more common in the 
mountains of Boulder, Colorado, has made it to the heartland; Okla- 
homans are going granola. Enter the newest supermarket to hit the 
state, one with enough organic goods to satiate the Birkenstock crowd 
and enough selection to please mass consumers. 

Started in 1960 by J.B. Pratt and now headed up by his son of the 
same name, Shawnee-based Pratt Foods has long been a statewide com- 
petitor among grocery chains while retaining its small-town appeal. 
Since 1 989, Pratt’s has offered organic and natural food choices on a 
small scale in its traditional stores. In June, a national trend became a 
new concept store when Oklahoma’s first Pratt's Wellmarket opened 
on the north side of Edmond, 

This is not your typical grocery store. A stone wall fountain guides 
you to the vivid colors of bananas, squash, and eggplant, a mere sam- 
pling of the store's entirely organic produce. Pratt's Wellmarket of- 
fers more than two hundred chemical -free varieties — all grown in a 
healthier, fertile soil that improves taste. Store manager Gary Graham 
says, “It looks as good and tastes even better than regular produce.” 
Follow the uniquely stained concrete floors for new choices at every 
turn. Offerings include a comprehensive wall of tea, forty-odd varieties 
of soy milk, bulk selection of fresh pastas, granola, spices, and nuts, and 
olive oil that spans half an aisle. Stop by the "Natural Butcher” and 
sample the meats raised on organic feed, minus the antibiotics and 
growth hormones. Shopping for the family is a breeze, from organic baby 
foods to all-natural pet food products, including supplements to pre- 
vent hairballs or separation anxiety. 

"Most Oklahomans have never seen a format like this,” says Pratt. 
Though similar stores exist in other states, the opportunity for large 
organic markets is ripe here, thanks to consumers’ enhanced health 
awareness. Plus, Pratt's has the advantage of being local. "Of course, be- 
ing in business, I have to look at the budget,” says Pratt, “but this store 
means more than just that to me. fm not driven by the bottom line.” 
The great outdoors is represented at the market as well Floral man- 
ager Joni Barrett describes her department as having “something to 
please everyone,” including herbs, bonsai trees, and unique wind chimes. 
It's a feeling that Pratt carries throughout the store. “There’s just noth- 
ing quite like it,” he say of Pratt's Wellmarket, “nothing that compares.” 
Seems shoppers are coming from around the state to see for them- 
selves. Folks from Lawton to Woodward are visiting the Wellmarket, 
prompting Pratt to ask many customers, “Did you have to drive very 
far?” And maybe even more importantly, when are you planning an- 
other trip? 

— Andrea Lopez Walker 


Pratt's Wellmarket, 1409 East Danforth Road in Edmond. The sto re, 
open from 8 ajn. to W p.m . daily, offers weekly health- related classes, 
educational materials , even massage services . Inside the Wellmarket , the 
Earth Natural Deli & Bakery has a menu of sandwiches, pasta , fresh sal- 
ads, and baked goods, (405) 340-7517. 
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SILVERHORN 

MASTER ILLUSTRATOR OF THE KIOWAS 

IjWT'lk *\ Jy j 

By Candace S. Greene 
Foreword by Donald Tofpi 

In this presentation of Silver Horn's work, show- 
casing 43 color and 116 black-and-white illustra- 
tions, Candace S. Greene provides a thorough 
biographical portrait of the artist and, through his 
work, assesses the concepts and roles of artists 

in Kiowa culture. 
$59.95 Hardcover 


ROUTE 66 

Scott 

and-white illustrations, Along Route 66 
describes the architectural styles found along the highway 
Chicago, Illinois, to Santa Monica, California, and pairs 
with stories of the buildings and of the people who 
them, lived in them, and made a living from them. 

QI5 Panerhack 


LETTERS FROM THE DUST BOWL 

By Caroline Henderson • Edited by Alvin O. Turner 

Caroline Henderson was a Mount Holyoke graduate who moved to 
Oklahoma’s panhandle to homestead and teach in 1907. This 
collection of Henderson’s letters and articles published from 
1908 to 1966 presents an intimate portrait of a woman's life in 

the Great Plains. 
$34.95 Hardcover 


University of Oklahoma Press 


4100 28th Ave. NW ■ Norman, OK 73069-8218 
tel: 800 627 7377 • fax: 800 735 0476 


WWW 


oupress.com 
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HOWTO: HOMEMADE HOLIDAY WREATHS 


NEED TO KNOW 

•Sasse first dips greenery in seven-inch stalks and soaks 
them overnight Next, she gathers pieces into two-inch 
bundles, tightly binding the ends of each with floral wire. 
•Firmly attaching the bundles to the frame with the 
wire, she follows the frame, attaching each individual 
bundle in a clockwise pattern, placing the full, open 
end of each bundle so that it covers the bound 
end of other greens. 

•When the wire base is fleshed out. the real 
fun begins. Using nuts, pinecones, bells and 
baubles, or dried fruit Sasse mixes and ar- 
ranges her items in dusters of three. Placing 
each grouping at the two o'clock, four o'clock, 
and eight o'clock positions, she then glues the 
items together. 

•For a more elaborate wreath, Sasse adds finesse 
with smaller items such as sycamore balls and acorns, 
"But you can add jingle bells or holly sprigs, what- 
ever strikes your fancy," she says, Sasse s designs usu- 
ally conclude with bows, rippled into fanciful forms and 
applied with glue. 

•When the arrangement satisfies her tastes, Sasse retires 
her tools and lightly sprays the wreath with Vapor Guard or 
a similar commercial product to keep greenery fresh and add a 
subtle sheen. To hang the wreath, Sasse prefers soft chenil le wire. 


I N OKLAHOMA, THE SPLASH OF HOLLY BERRIES AND 
shimmering bows on holiday wreaths addresses a modern 
need: Wreaths send good cheer, whether dangling from door- 
ways, windows, porch rails, mailboxes, even the grill of the 
family SUV. Today's wreaths are elegant, rustic, gaudy, or play- 
ful, whatever suits the individual's taste and lifestyle. 

For seven years, Sylvia Sasse has catered to individual whims, 
custom -designing masterpieces using Scotch pine, wheat, rye, 
mile, pinecones, Brazil nuts, peanuts, and white cotton balls 
gathered from fields near her home in Blair, where she and her 
husband own the Sandy Hills Christmas Tree Farm (580/563- 
2017). From there, Sasse ships her creations around the world, 
thanks to a well-established clientele at Altus Air Force Base, 
Sasse completes her wreaths in a little over an hour, no car- 
bon copies allowed. "Wreaths can't be contrived,” she says. 

"They just have to hap - 
eo.” For the 


wreath- making 
novice, Sasse rec- 
ommends five basic 
tools: a fourteen- 
inch- diameter wire 
frame from a local 
craft store, floral 
wire, needle-nose 
pliers, wire cutters, and 
the preferred too! of crafty folk, 
the hot glue gun. Other store- bought materi- 
als include wire or biased ribbon, cinnamon sticks, baubles, 
dried flowers, and eucalyptus. 

Sasse works with fresh greenery because it smells wonderful, 
offers more variety, and, as a grower, she has plenty to choose 
from. She prefers Scotch pine because "it lasts forever,” but says 
white pine, cedar, and boxwood greens are strong contenders. 

After Christmas, many of Sasse's customers move their 
wreaths outdoors, where critters dine on the nuts, wheat, and 
rye grains. “The best compliment 1 get is when a customer tells 
me a bird is nesting in their wreath and now they can't take 
it down/* Sasse says, 

— Mary Logan Wolf 
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TOWN & EVENT 

INFORMATION 

ADA, "Wintersmith 
Park Christmas Lighting" 

(580) 436-6300 

ALTUS, 

"Christmas in the Park" 

(580)481-2265 

BARTLESVILLE, 

"Fantasyland of Lights" 

(918) 336-6275 

BETHANY, 

"Christmas Wonderland" 

(405) 789-6711 

BLACKWELL, 

"Sells and Bows" 

(580) 363-4195 

BROKEN ARROW, 

"Christmas at RHEMA" 

(918)258-1588 

BROKEN ARROW, "Holiday 
Lights in Central Park" 

(918) 251-1518 

GROVE, "Holiday 
Lights at the Lake" 

(918) 786-9079 

GUTHRIE, 

"Territorial Christmas" 

(405) 282-1947 

KINGSTON, 

(580) 564-2566 


"Lights onTexoma" 


LANGLEY, 

"Christmas Extravaganza" 

(918) 782-3214 

LAWTON, 

"Boulevard of Lights" 

(580) 355-354} 

McALESTER, 

"City Lights" 

(918) 4214998 

MIAMI, 

"Route 66 Christmas" 

(918) 542-4435 

MIDWEST CITY, 

"Holiday Lights Spectacular" 

(405) 739-1293 

MUSKOGEE, 

"Garden of Lights" 

1-888-687-6137 

OKLAHOMA CITY, 

"Tree Fest" 

(405) 602-6664 
1-800-532-7652 

OKMULGEE, 

"Festival of Lights Parade" 

1-800-355-5552 

PONCA CITY, 

"Festival of Angels" 

(580) 763-8092 

WOODWARD, 

"Crystal Christmas" 

1-800-364-5352 

YUKON, 

(405) 354-8442 


"Christmas in the Park" 


Most holiday 
light displays can 
be viewed from 
Thanksgiving 
through New 
Year's Day. 


OKIAHOMA 


AMERICA. 


mm 
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T/s the season for holiday displays 
in dazzling lights , with Santas and sleighs. 
Soldiers and snowmen , angels and wreaths , 
Red-nosed reindeer and Christmas trees. 
Lights by the millions — a wonderful sight. 
Come see for yourself as Oklahoma 
Lights up the night. 


These 21 cities cordially invite you 
to visit their holiday lights displays this year. 
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If You Can Make It There 

Sooner Stars Talk with Becky Dixon 



N EW YORK, NEW YORK. tF YOU 
can make it there — you get the drift. 
And Oklahomans are proving the song 
true. From Garth Brooks wowing 'em 
with his 1997 Central Park concert to 
Kristin Chenoweth and Reba 
McEntire bowing to Broadway 
audiences, our state's entertain- 
ers have claimed their own space 
in the Big Apple, 
Achievements like these 
prompted Becky Dixon to head 
northeast when her 
show, Oklahomansy 
went on the road 
this year. She didn't 
have any trouble 
finding folks with 
Oklahoma accents 
to talk to when she 
got to the Empire 
State, Her mid-De- 
cember show features interviews with 
Tim Blake Nelson, bane Smith, and Su- 
san PowelL 

Nelson, an actor in the recent movie 
O Brother, Where Art Thou?, also di- 


Born in Tulsa, Lane 
Smith credits much 
of his 'bizarre sense 
of design" to family 
road trips along 
Route 66. 


rected fellow native Oklahoman Mary 
Kay Place in the film Eye of God and at- 
tracted attention with his recent 


Shakespearean update, O. He discusses 
the differences between his Tulsa up- 



bringing and the one his young son is 
experiencing in New York. 
Smith, whose illustrations 
have captured children’s 


Tim Blake Nelson, a 
graduate of Brown 
University, has 
written, directed, or 
appeared in more 
than fifteen movies. 



imaginations in classics like James and 
the Giant Peach and The Stinky Cheese 
Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales , 
shows us how he creates in his quiet stu- 
dio high above the Gotham noise and 
traffic, so different from his Sapulpa be- 
ginnings, And Powell, the Elk City 
hometown girl, former Miss America, 
and since 1993 one of the hosts of the 
Discovery ChanneTs 
Home Matters, lets fan 
know about the changes 
in her life since she took 
off her glittering crown. 

The idea for starting 
Oklahomans , now in its 
tenth year, evolved from 
Dixon's experience with 
a similar show 
on Texans while 
she worked with 
the Dallas Cow- 
boys. After start- 
ing a career in 
sports and news 
at KTUL in Tulsa 
in the early 1980s, 

Dixon moved to 

the national limelight, co-anchoring 
ABC's Wide World of Sports with Frank 
Gifford. When family obligations 
brought her back to the area, Dixon re- 
alized Oklahomans didn't promote 
themselves as readily as our southern 
neighbors and set her sights on creat- 
ing a forum to showcase our home 
state's talent. 

New York might be called the Big Apple, 
but deep Oklahoma roots bring real fruits 


Susan Powell's 
career has taken her 
from stage star to 
spokesperson: She 
has represented 
companies such as 
Gillette and Ford 
Motor Company as 
well as the 'Made in 
America' clothing 
campaign. 


to the labor of these Oklahomans. 

— Joan Rhine 


Two original episodes are taped a year , 
then broadcast on KOTV in Tulsa and 
KWTV in Oklahoma City. The New Yurt 
episode will air mid-December . Check local 
listings for specific information. 
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Come celebrate the spirit of the holiday 
season at the AEP-Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma Christmas Parade of Lights, 

Saturday, December 8, downtown Tulsa at 
6 p.m. View parade floats up close, Friday, 
December 7, at the HolidayFest (Brady Arts 
District) from 7 - 9 p.m. 

PUBLIC 
SERVICE 
COMPANY OF 

OKLAHOMA 9 
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OPEN HOUSE 

The Norman Holiday Art Walk 


L ight is limited during short 

December days. Norman, though, 
spares none while illuminating the arts 
during the third annual Norman Holiday 
Arts Walk. 

On December 7, in conjunction with the 
City of Norman's annual tree lighting cer- 
emony, nine galleries will invite patrons to 
peruse items ranging from contemporary 
art and photography to a bronze foundry. 



The circa- 1916 Swedish-style Jacobson 
House, originally owned by Oscar and Jeanne 
Jacobson, now promotes Native art. 


“The arts we have here in Norman can 
only touch you if you experience them,” 
says Linda Sexton, assistant director of the 
Firehouse Arts Center, a nonprofit arts 
organization established in 1971 that 
serves as the coordinator of the Arts Walk. 

Tom Toperzer, director of Mainsite 
Contemporary Art, concurs, adding, “To 
view art is to walk into the mind of the 
artist. It then forces the viewer to exam- 
ine a new idea or interpretation.” 

Downtown, the galleries will extend 
their hours and offer spiced cider and 
baked delights for guests to sample while 
they take in original Oklahoma artwork. 

The southwest flair of the Southern 
Plains Art Gallery, the contemporary 
art of Mainsite, the Native American 
work of Tribes Gallery, and eclectic 
works by local photographers at the 
Shevaun Williams Gallery will be avail- 
able for viewing. Also on tap: works 
from the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art, 
the Crucible Foundry and Gallery, the 
Jacobson House Native Art Center, and 
Encompass Interiors. 



The Firehouse Art Center was founded by a 
group of potters looking for a place to teach. 


The Firehouse Arts Center, which re- 
cently renovated the Interurban Trolley 
Depot, will have that gallery open as well, 
presenting a variety of three-dimensional 
works by Oklahoma artists. 

— Jay Swearingen 

The tree lighting ceremony begins at 6 
p.m . December 7 in Andrews Park. Galler- 
ies will be open from 7 to 10 p.m. Free. 
(405) 329-4523. 



The University of Central Oklahoma 's 
Broadway Tonight President's Series 
and UCO’s new College of Arts, Media and Design 
presents the first fundraising gala 


LUL Vl'it.L 2 O' LVlLLI 

IN me Of HOT JAZZ (HID (001 tWIMG. DINING 001) DANCING 


starring the Manhattan Rhythm Kings 
featuring Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks 
with vocals by Jeanne O'Connor 

December 1, 2001 

Grand Ballroom, University Center 
$65 single; $125 couple; $600 corporate 
Call (405) 974-2654 for reservations 
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Portofino, a name expressing history, tradition, 
elegance and distinction. It is a name that epitomizes 
all we want to achieve in creating a new residential 
landmark in Tulsa. 

A development of Coury Properties, the Portofino will rise 
15 stories and contain only 72 residences. Situated on two and 
one-half acres, the Portofino is surrounded by classically inspired 
European gardens. No detail has been overlooked. Above all, 
there will be convenience, privacy and unparalleled service. 
Welcome to the Portofino. Your time is now. 



Luxury on the Pa rk 



9 I B , 5 K 4 , 6 3 0 6 www.portofinotulsa.cotn 
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Edmond is Home for the Holidays.. .come anJSI'y 

in Edmond this holiday season and enjoy lights, carolers, unique shopping, tine 
dining and entertainment. Make memories to last a lifetime with the Dickens’ 
Weekend, complete with Oklahoma Shakespeare in the Park’s rendering of 
“A Christmas Carol.” Come see the Angel House’s special holiday celehnv 
tion, Broadway Tonight Series’ professional theater performances, the exquisite 
Arcadian Inn's holiday open house and many other treasures tor the heart. Call 
or write today tor your FREE Edmond Visitors Guide and more information. 


CONVENTION AND 
VISITORS BUREAU 


825 E. 2nd St., Stt*. 100 

Edmond, OK 75054 

Call: (405) 3414344 

Website : www. vis i t edmondok . cc im 

E-mail: civivhitc@visitcdmondok.ann 
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The OKT Profile: 

Tony Hillerman 

II 


Tony Hillerman was born in Sacred Heart , 
Oklahoma y in 1 925. After a long career as 
a reporter , he made a name for himself as 
one of the most critically acclaimed and 
widely read mystery writers in the United 
States. Now living in Albuquerque , New 
Mexico t Hillerman has recently published 
his memoir , Seldom Disappointed, ex- 
cerpted on page 38. 

©What inspires you to write? 

© I grew up listening to stories. At a little 
Sacred Heart gas station, everybody 
would sit on the porch and tell stories. 
A good story is an important thing. 

©What’s your favorite quote? 

© My mother used to tell us as kids 
when we were whining: “Blessed is he 
who expecteth little. He is seldom 
disappointed.” 

©What is your favorite book? 

© Tlte Way to Rainy MountainbyM.ScoU 
Momaday is a real American classic. 
©What is your favorite memory of 
Oklahoma? © Springtime at the 
University of Oklahoma, walking 
around campus trying to talk the girl I 
was interested in into marrying me. 
And she did — we just celebrated our 
fifty-third wedding anniversary. 

© Which of your books is your fa- 
vorite? © Probably the least read, 
Finding Moon. I had a lot of good ex- 
periences getting that story written, and 
it came out just the way I wanted it to. 
©Where do you get your ideas? 

© Writers are like the bag lady pushing 
the grocery cart, collecting things: a 
good line, a crime that has fictional 
possibilities. 

©What would you change about 
yourself? © I’d improve my 
memory. I have a terrible time remem- 
bering names. 

©What things are you passionate 
about? © F m concerned that this so- 
ciety is getting too concerned with judg- 
ing everyone by material possessions. 


KELLY CAMPBELL 
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IN FLIGHT 


The Fairview Fly-in Celebrates Its Golden Anniversary 


W AYMAN CORNELSEN HAS ATTENDED THE FAIRVIEW 
Fly-in and Air Show for fifty years. Well, almost fifty 
years — he thinks he missed in 1 976. “They were all memorable ” 
says Cornelsen, recalling the old 
friends and airplanes of past fly-ins. | 

The fiftieth anniversary of the | 

Fairview Fly-in and Air Show will be § 
celebrated November 10 at the 3 
Fairview Municipal Airport. “As far as 
we know, no air show is older and 
free/" say Junior Regier, president of 
the Fairview Flight Club and local air- 
port manager. 

Owners of antique, classic, experi- 
mental, and warbird airplanes from 
Oklahoma and surrounding states 
will place their planes on display. 

Regier guesses that some 175 planes 



lots, see their airplanes,” says Regier. He says many pilots like 
the Fairview show because they can visit one-on-one with en- 
thusiasts about flying. “There is that personal touch,” 

The Fairview Fly-in was started in 
1952 by David Martens at the grass 
runway on his farm. In the late Six- 
ties, the city purchased the airport 
and made it into the Fairview' Mu- 
nicipal Airport 

Regier says it's “the love of flying 
here in the community” that 
makes the Fairview Fly-in and Air 
Show special, lust ask Wayman 
Cornelsen. He'll be there, 

—Brooke Demetz 


This 1944 Stearman will likely be on hand at this year 1 * 
Fairview Fly-in and Air Show. 


(yes, you read that correctly ) will take to the skies for the event, 
maybe more. Guests are invited to tour the airplanes and see 
how they have changed through the years. 

"Here, it is all open. You can walk up and talk to the pi- 


The Fairview Fly-in and Air 
Show takes place on November 10> 
6 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Fairview Municipal Airport. A veterans 
ceremony begins at 10:45 a.m. Lunch will be served between 1 1 
a . m. and l p. m. fo r 53, Fa i rview M u n icipa l A irp ort , / 09 East Okla - 
homa Street , (580) 227-3788 . 


Get Connected 
Today 


Always the best deals on zvireless phones. 


wonderland of lights and events 
from Thanksgiving to tfie New Year. 
Elaborate lighting tours, fireworks, musicals, 
symphony and ballet performances. 
From Mars) i ail. Texas. Natcliitociies and 
Slircveport-Bossier City. Louisiana. 


Locations Everywhere! 
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HAILENGER I t ■■ 


WIRELESS 




©2000 CHALLENGER WIRELESS ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


(405)292-2100 



fnfo@sl>ctkoj i g 
mw. s/i re yepart-bps* rcr. o rg 
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With plains and trains, who needs automobiles? 



The Amtrak® Heartland Flyer is your 
ticket to freedom. Huge, comfortable 
seats and picturesque views let 
you relax while you speed through the 
plains of Oklahoma. And whether 
you’re making a short trip in-state 
or connecting in Texas to one of 
over 500 destinations, the snack 
car will make sure that you won’t get 
there with an empty stomach. For in- 
formation on fares and reservations, 
call your travel agent or Amtrak 


at 1-800-USA-RAIL. 
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Natural gas has many natural 



Along the shores of Lake Murray 
near the heart of Chesapeake f s gas 
production in Southern Oklahoma * 


advantages over other fuels, it is 
abundant, affordable and above 


all, clean-burning. In the decades 
to come, greater use of natural 
gas to drive electricity generation 
will dramatically improve our 
environment. As America's 10th- 


largest independent producer 
of natural gas, Chesapeake is 
a leading champion of the 


expanding role of natural gas 


as the fuel of our future. 



Natural Gas. 
Natural Advantages. 


chk energy, com 







I They Call the Thing Rodeo 

& Texas County is rodeo country, with several of the 

* world’s top-ranked saddle bronc riders hailing from 
GoodweM. The traveler interested in rodeo has plenty of 
choices. The Doc Gardner Memorial College Rodeo 
(580/349-261 I), named for a beloved chemistry profes- 
sor at Oklahoma Panhandle State University who doubled 
as rodeo coach, takes place in early April, In May, 
Oklahoma’s largest PRCA Rodeo brings more than 1,200 
competitors to town as part of Pioneer Days (580/338- 
3376), There's bull riding on the Fourth of July (580/ 
338-3376), and the Feedlot Rodeo in early August ac- 
companies the Fall Cattle Festival (580/338-8575). The 
Texas County Relay for Life Ranch Rodeo (580/206- 
0076) falls in September. For those who want to do more 
than enjoy it from the stands, the Etbauer Saddle 
Bronc School {580/349-261 I) in May should satisfy. 


"HEN EUROPEAN EXPLORERS 
first came through the Pan- 
handle, they saw miles of prai- 
i ic grass cut by a few creeks where cottonwoods grew. 
They called it desert; they couldn't imagine what could 
be done with such land. No one but the Native Americans 
who farmed the area could either, at least for a few centu- 
ries. Spain, Mexico, and the Republic of Texas controlled the 
region at various times, and France and the Cherokee Nation 
could each make at least a theoretical claim. Eventually cattle- 
men discovered that this land was worth a lot, and a century 
ago, a subsidiary of the Rock Island Railroad cut a diagonal 
swath through the region, prompting a settlement to spring 
up at the center of No Man’s Land. 

Today, Guymon is a prairie city known for wheat, corn, 
cattle, oil and gas, and hogs. Plenty of people pass through on 
their way to somewhere else. That’s a shame, because Guymon 
is a great place to stop for a spell. 
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while the staff serves burgers and ice cream. Also 


on Highway 64 North: Caktus Jack s 


Steakhouse and Saloon (580/338 


8890), with steak and fajitas. 


A Taste of Culture 


No Man’s Land Museum (580/ 
349-2670) is ten miles from Guymon 
in Goodwelk Preserving the heritage 
of the Panhandle and surrounding re- 
gions from prehistoric times to the 
present, the museum features every* 
thing from dinosaur tracks to 
Guymorfs first pediatric incubator. 

The nearby rural community of 
Oslo is the site of an Austin stone 
church built by Norwegian settlers. 
Known as the Cathedral on 
the Plains (580/338-5838), the S 
church has drawn the interest of his- 
torians and Fulbright scholars. 

Artist Cricket Acevedo oper- 
ates The Carpenter’s Son 
(580/338-4278), a small art gal- 
lery on Northwest [ggj 

Fourth Street ... r?.- 


Overnight Options 


Super 8 

1 20 1 Northeast Highway 54 
(580) 338-0507; $43-$5l 


Best Western Townsman Inn 

2 1 2 Highway 54 East 
(580) 338-6556; $44-$89 

Days Inn and Suites 

620 Northeast Highway 54 
(580) 338-880 1 ; $45-175 

Ambassador Inn 

Highway 64 North at 21st Street 
(580) 338-5555; $50-$6Q A 


A piece of the prairie is on display west of town at the Guymon Game Reserve (580/338- 
5838), where native species like elk, bison, and prairie dog rub shoulders with such exotic im- 
ports as llama anti African Watusi cattle. The reserve is a favorite spot for ornithologists* who 
can occasionally spot the scissor-tailed flycatcher, Oklahoma’s state bird. South of the re- 
^ serve is Thompson Park (580/338-5838), home to a walking trail with information about 

local tree and plant species, a mini-train for the kids, playgrounds, and picnic facili- 
ties. The park also features Sunset Lake, where the rod and reel set cast for catfish, 
bluegill, and trout. South of the park is the Sunset Hills Golf Course (580/338- 
‘ 7404), an eighteen -hole course ooen year- round. 












O NE DAY IN THE MID-1980S, AFTER EIGHT YEARS 
as a professional architect* Rand Elliott interviewed with 
famed architect Philip Johnson at his New York City offices located 
midtown in the Seagram Building* Johnson's firm offered him a job 
on the spot* 

Elliott went to the croweded streets of Manhattan to consider his 
options. He sat on a bench with the skyline of Gotham soaring above 
him* towering reminders of great architects past. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY 


BY DAMON GARDEN HIRE 
BOB SHIMER/HEDRKH BLESSING 


The guest apartment, North (left), named for 
territorial photographer North Lose/, is a quaint 
retreat at 475 square feet. It was built in the early 
1920s and is now owned by Elliott and his wife, 
Jeanette, Losey’s grandaughter. Above: The 
Park ridge Professional Center in Lawton* 
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■ARCHITECTURE GOES 

BEYOND 

BEING A MERE 

PLACE 

WHEN IT SPEAKS 
TO THE PSYCHE ' 


“I had two choices/' he says. “I could go to New York, be a 
part of that scene. Or I could come back to Oklahoma City, and 
I could really dig in my heels and see if something great could 
happen here,” 

Elliott decided to remain in Oklahoma, and that has made 
all the difference. The native Oklahoman and Oklahoma State 
University graduate has spent his career listening to the prairie 
wind, watching the harsh Great Plains sun beat down upon the 
red earth, and looking under the surface of things to create 
buildings with a meaning linked to the land. 

“It's the importance of place, what’s under the surface,” says 
Elliott. “We have all of these fabulous elements in Oklahoma, 
but not until you really start to respond to them and under- 
stand where you are does the work become valuable.” 

Elliott has also distinguished himself as an active preserva- 
tionist, most recently through his involvement in the “Save the 
Dome” campaign to rescue the landmark gold dome on Classen 
Boulevard in Oklahoma City, threatened by demolition. He also 
lives in a historic neighborhood, and he designed the Route 66 
Museum in Clinton. 

Focusing on smaller projects, Elliott and his firm have built 
a body of work he calls "portraits” of clients or their businesses. 
The broad portfolio includes banks, credit unions, museums, 
office buildings, and homes. 

Now Elliott, along with the work of his firm, is being recog- 
nized in Elliott + Associates: Listening to the Land. The volume 
features photographs of thirteen of the firm's buildings around 
Oklahoma (along with one residence in Connecticut and a 
credit union in Ohio). Most of the structures reside in the 
Oklahoma City metropolitan area. 

Using Oklahoma's wind, sunlight, infinite vistas, and violent 
storms as a combined muse, Elliott abstracts these elements and 
reconfigures them. He draws on mythical Oklahoma events like 
prairie fires or on the spirit of folk icons like Geronimo for 
hidden symbols that add layers of meaning to his structures. 


32 | OKLAHOMA TODAY 


s 


He juxtaposes native Oklahoma materials — fieldstone, buffalo 
grass — against synthetics like plastic or concrete. 

This subtlety has won Elliott and his firm accolades in a va- 
riety of architectural and design publications. In 1999, the firm 
was honored by the American Institute of Architects for the 
design of the K.J. McNitt Construction Company's corporate 
office building in Oklahoma City* — a striking combination of 
precast concrete panels, glass, and recycled oil field pipes. 

Elliott is a sturdy, fifty-something man who wears his dark, 
longish hair slicked back. Chunky black glasses counter his 
round face. He speaks in soft, urgent tones. Even his name con- 
notes a kind of eclectic simplicity and energy . 

Asked to describe his architectural signature, Elliott eschews 
labels. But he concedes that "frontier modernist” might be one 
way to describe his approach. 

“1 believe the relationship to where you are replaces any stylis- 
tic point of view,” he says. “Architecture goes beyond being a mere 
place when it speaks to the psyche. I really believe people sense that 
a building has a spirit and a soul if you infuse it with that.” 

Elliott's architectural offices in the Heierding Building — a 
flatiron building on the eastern edge of downtown Oklahoma 
City— may be the best example of that philosophy. The struc- 
ture once lodged a meat company, but fire gutted it in 1987, 
Elliott bought the burned-out building, then transformed the 
interior into something reminiscent of a SoHo loft. 

Gauzy, white panels made from theater scrim act both as win- 
dow coverings and walls. Sunken lights shine up from the bur- 
nished floor of concrete. Massive cages that look as if they're 
constructed from thick chicken wire sit stacked around a gal 

Elliott's offices, above left, are located in the Heierding Building in 
downtown Oklahoma City. The exterior walls of K.J. McNitt Con- 
struction Company, right, are constructed of thin concrete panels 
twenty-four feet high and ten feet wide, each finished in a different 
texture and style. They are separated by eight*inch glass slits and 
braced by recycled oil field pipes. 
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lery and reception area* Corrugated fiberglass risers accent the 
building’s stairway, leading to workspaces, a library, and a con- 
ference room upstairs* Once a charred shell, the building is now 
literally infused with light on a sunny day* 

“My first question is, where is the light?” Elliott says. “The 
essence of great architecture occurs in that search for the light.” 
A third-generation Oklahoman (his grandmother was in the 
Land Run of 1889), Elliott spent his earliest years on his family's 
farm outside Clinton, where he remembers walking to the barn 
with his father and taking tractor rides — rural childhood memo- 
ries that have informed much of his work. 

“1 like to think I have red dirt in my veins,” he says. “I have a 
deep appreciation for the soil and the earth*” 

Bob Shimer, the architectural photographer who shot the stills 
featured in the upcoming monograph, says that of all his photog- 
raphy, he'd like most to be remembered for his images featuring 
Elliott’s buildings* Shimer is a leading photographer with the leg- 
endary Chicago architectural photography firm of Hedrich Bless- 
ing. He and Elliott have developed a thirteen -year relationship. 

“At one point, 1 was offered work with this New York City ar- 
chitectural firm or with this guy in Oklahoma no one had heard 
of before,” says Shimer* “That other firm has sort of disappeared 
into the woodwork. And Rand has slowly risen to prominence.” 
Call Elliott a sun worshipper, even an an i mist. The clean, 
spare lines of his work seem to represent a kind of prairie Zen, 
reflecting Native American influences in an archetypal fashion 
(he designed the Iron Feathers monument at the entrance to 
Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City). Elliott uses the 

The Tulsa offices of advertising agency Ackerman McQueen, left, 
incorporate light throughout the twelfth floor of the 320 South 
Boston building with large skylights and eighteen*foot ceilings* 
Above, the American Bank in Edmond was inspired by Bruce 
Goff and Mies Van Der Rohe, The rectangular south window, 
made from cullets of molten glass, is Elliott's homage to Goff, 
who used similar materials at the Price Studio in Bartlesville. 


sacred Native American number four in some of his work, and 
the corresponding colors red, yellow, white, and black* The 
ESEO Federal Credit Union in Oklahoma City includes a sym- 
bolic campfire circle. The design of Morris Insurance Agency, 
also in Oklahoma City — with its four copper wind cutters — 
draws on the Native American myth of the wind spirit. 

“He’s sensitive to Native American culture without being kitschy 
about it,” says David Dillon, architecture critic for the Dallas Morn- 
ing News and a former professor of renaissance studies at South- 
ern Methodist University. “His work is definitely about Oklahoma, 
but it's not empty nostalgia or simple-minded romanticism* He’s 
more discreet than that. His work is substantial enough to snag 
the eye, but if s not overblown or pretentious*” 

Dillon first began writing about Elliott in the Dallas Morning 
News more than five years ago. So Elliott tapped him to write the 
text for the upcoming monograph* For the native New Englander, 
Elliott’s work represents a rich fusion of heaven and earth. 

"Oklahoma is about the sense of infinite horizon and sky, and 
his work is very much in tune with that,” Dillon says, “It’s quite 
unlike any other place* There are all kinds of climatic impera- 
tives here* You definitely have to know which way the wind 
blows in April in Oklahoma.” t0 

The ninety-nine-page hardcover 
monograph, Listening to the Land 
(1'Arca Edizioni, $25), includes 
seventy- two images of Elliot t + 
Associates 9 best work. Fall Circle 
Bookstore in Oklahoma City will 
host a book signing at 2 pjn. on 
December L The monograph will be 
widely available in early 2002. 

(405) 232-9554; e-a-a.com. 
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By William Bernhardt 
Illustration by Kim Doner 


Y WIFE IS OBSESSED WITH TRADITION. SHE HAS 
created family traditions for every holiday imaginable, 
including some that aren’t on the standard Filofax cal- 
endar, such as Saint Swithin’s Day and several Scottish bank holi- 
days. i have occasionally suggested that if you start the activity 
yourself* it isn’t really a tradition, but Kirsten remains un fazed* She 
wants our children to remember the holidays as special, happy 
times when we did special, happy things* and she isn’t going to take 
any grief about it* either* 

She commands participation in these events with the rigor of a 
boot camp drill sergeant, 1 find this quite annoying, because all 
these activities are enormously time-consuming and thus distract 
me from the true business of being a father, which is to 
march around the house shutting off lights and 
grumbling that no one but me ever turns off the li gilts 
because I'm the one who has to pay the electric biH* 

The worst of it comes during the interminable 
stretch between Thanksgiving and Christmas, the 
Bataan Death March of family traditions. Thanksgiv- 
ing Day is spent with the traditional neighborhood 
search for pinecones, the traditional construction of bird 
feeders (by slathering peanut butter and birdseed on the 
pinecones), the traditional family talent show, and the 
traditional backyard sporting events. We also have food, 
if time permits* Of course* the Christmas lights must be up 
before sunset; worse, my wife bullies all the neighbors into 
getting their lights up, too, so the whole street can be simulta- 
neously illuminated Thanksgiving evening, on her command* 
When Advent arrives, dinnertime becomes an extravaganza 
more elaborate than most Wagnerian operas* The children 
( Harry and Alice* ages ten and seven) lake turns lighting a candle 
on the Advent wreath. They open a new door on their individual 
Advent calendars. They hang an ornament on the tree. We sing 
carols, accompanied by the harsh computer chip- wailing of 
Alice’s push-button music books* They each add a figure to the 
Fontanini nativity set; by midmonth, the creche population ex- 
ceeds that of some Third World nations. They scoot the Magi 
along the carpet, ever closer to the manger, while 1 am forced to 
follow the entourage in singing “We Three Kings* 15 And any sug- 
gestion that this event is becoming somewhat overwrought or 
inquiries regarding whether tonight’s dinner will involve any food 
are met with harsh glares from the Nativity Nazi. 

These dinnertime traditions aren’t the half of it. In addition to 
tile large living room tree, each member of the family receives and 
decorates his or her own personal tree. We admire local Christ- 
mas decorations, each night driving to a different part of die city* 
We bake Christmas cupcakes. We construct and send homemade 


Christmas cards. We assemble ornaments for the neighbors from 
paper plates and pipe cleaners* I’m amazed I haven’t been asphyxi- 
ated by rubber cement, but 1 suppose that’s why they call Christ- 
mas the season of miracles. 

At long last it’s Christmas Eve, a day so jam-packed with mind- 
numbing traditions that I don’t even want to get out of bed. As J 
emerge from the shower, Kirsten informs me that an ice storm is 
moving in and, as a result, we will be traveling to her mother’s 
h o u se i n Oklahoma City — i m m ed lately, 

I feel a sudden gnawing sensation in the pit of my stomach. 
“But what about the Advent calendars? The nativity set? The 
pipe cleaners?’* 

We’ll just have to make do without them this year, she in- 
forms me. 

'But what about the Santa cookies? The magic reindeer food? 
The fluorescent Frosty the Snowman?” 

"We’ll have to scrap all that.” 

“Won’t Mary and Joseph get to the manger tonight?” 
“Not this year.” 

“What about the traditional family pageant? The kids 
said 1 could he the innkeeper this year,” 

My wife looks at me quizzically. ‘T thought you 
hated all this stuff." 

“I do,” l sputter. “But, but. ..think of the kids. It 
wouldn’t be Christmas without all these traditions, 
For them, I mean. Look, HI pack everything in the van.” 
And so I race around the house gathering the art supplies 
and baked goods and glow-in -the- dark gizmos and all the other 
rigamarole. We have to use the rooftop luggage shell to get every- 
thing onboard, but somehow I manage it. And to my great relief, 
the Christmas traditions are preserved. 

That night, after the children are finally asleep* my wife and I 
snuggle on her mother’s sofa* “Does this mean you don’t hate my 
traditions after all?" she asks, 
f grunt, acting as if I haven’t quite heard the question* 

“Good,” she says, “because 1 have this great idea for next year. 
We could get all the neighbors to save their milk bottles and buy a 
lot of candles and..*” 

As 1 write this, my wife is already pulling storage boxes out of 
the garage, sorting through the ornaments, and planning the holi- 
days with the precision of the D-day invasion. And I am already 
engaging in my traditional fatherly grumbling* 

But I’m also secretly memorizing “We Three Kings,” (ft 


Wf/from Bernhardt is the author of fifteen books including, 
mast recently, the New York Times bestseller Murder One. 
He lives in TWsa* 
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Tony Hillerman, one of the nation’s 
most regarded mystery writers and 
a native of Sacred Heart, reflects 
on his mother in his new memoir. 
Seldom Disappointed. 
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“M a m a” 


B efore we get to the real war, you must get acquainted with mama, the hero 

of this book* Without her understanding I would never have had a chance to wear the com- 
bat infantry badge, which we former grunts consider America's highest military decoration, nor 
would 1 have become a writer* Mama's own life had taught her that youth must have its adven- 
tures, whatever the risk. She passed that wisdom along, and also somehow taught me that day- 
dreaming has its values. Her most important lesson was not to he afraid of anything — a varia- 
tion on Father Bernards theme* Since God loves us, there is no rational justification for fear. If 
we do our part by using the good sense He gave us, He's not going to let anything happen that 
isn't somehow or other for our own good. Slam a door on your hand? While she was dealing 
with the injury, she would be telling us, first, to offer the pain as a penance for our shortcomings 
and, second, to learn something from the accident so wc didn't repeat it. If time allowed, such 
little disasters would lead her into a teaching story. 

Mama could create a tale of magic for her kids while bandaging a skinned knee, canning beets, or 
turning the hand-cranked clothes wringer beside the washtub. She was our singer of songs, reader of 
fairy tales, maintainer of the conviction that we children (despite drought, Depression, and the pov- 
erty that engulfed Pottawatomie County) had nothing to worry about except maintaining our pu- 
rity, being kind to others, saving our souls, and making good grades. With Papa's help, she persuaded 
us that we were something special* We weren't just white trash. Great things awaited us. Much was 
expected of us. Bumps, bruises, and winter colds were not to be complained about; whining and self- 
pity were not allowed. 

“Offer it up,” Mama would say, hugging us while she said it. When life seemed awful, cruel, and 
unfair, Mama would remind us that it was just a brief trail we had to endure, a race we had to run, 
a test we must pass as best we could. We were born, we'd live a little while, and we'd die. Then 


By Tony Hillerman 


The author credits his mother, Lucy Grove Hillerman, left, with much of his success* The prolific writer 
and native Oklahoman has been published in twenty-four languages and countries, including Iceland and 
Bulgaria* He says France and Germany tend to be his biggest foreign markets. 
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Tony was the youngest of 
August and Lucy Hillerman’s 
three children. Here, the 
siblings — Tony, above right, 
Margaret Mary, and Barney — 
pose for a 1 93 1 portrait. 


would come joy, the great reward, the Great Adventure, eter- 
nal life. So, children, never, never be afraid. Not of spiders 
(avoid the black widow, and she avoids you), not of lightning 
(avoid standing under trees during storms), not of storm clouds 
(see the beauty in them, the majesty; but if you see tornado fun- 
nels, we’ll have a little picnic in the root cellar). Not of drown- 
ing (God loves you but He expects you to use common sense). 
Not of snakes (they were our allies in humanity’s war against 
rats and mice). 

Papa’s instructions were more specific. Our kind of people 
never lie, never steal, never cheat. And maybe most important 
of all, Hillermans never judge others. We’re all God’s children 
and we’d leave the judging to God. That meant we couldn’t be 
racist. But he never gave us a specific prohibition. For example, 
the autumn before he died he called Barney and me in, told us 
he had been hearing some disturbing reports about the pool 
hall in Konawa. “I’d be disappointed if you boys went in there,” 
he said, and I didn’t go into a pool hall until years after he was 
dead. Or, when he discovered 1 had been missing the school bus 
and making the two-mile walk down to the South Canadian 
River to wile away the hours daydreaming in the shade, telling 
me I might be happier staying home and helping with the work. 
I tried that one day, and never played hookey again. 

Mama was a Nebraska-born Anglophile. Her mother died 
and Mama rode to Oklahoma as a baby in a covered wagon with 
her father (Grandpa Grove, the only grandparent I ever met), 
a sister, and two brothers. Her next adventure came when she 
was farmed out to a neighboring family of German extraction 
to be cared for until her big sister became old enough to be 
mother to her. Mama was restored to her family in good health 
but speaking only German — a situation that caused confusing 
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Living in a soddie sounds 
like tough going but 
Mama’s memories of it were 
full of fun and happiness. 


c 
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problems to be laughed about years later at family gatherings. 

Odd as this surrogate parenting seems, Mama was the second 
farm-out kid in her family. The Groves had immigrated from 
England and Mama's younger sister (our Aunt Nan) had been 
taken back there as an infant when Grandma Grove died. Mama 
and Aunt Nan exchanged letters for years but they never met. 

As a teen. Mama and her brother Christopher took two teams 
of horses, a wagon, and a buggy and headed non h west to the 
Oklahoma Panhandle to become homesteaders. In Beaver 
County, each of them staked out 160 acres of 
prairie, built the residences required by the Fed- 
eral Homestead Act, and settled down to live the 
time mandated to win title to the land. They cut 
squares of sod out of the prairie grass, stacked 
and roofed them to make their dirt -floored 
homes. They hauled their water in barrels from 
a creek miles away, lived off the staples they'd 
brought in the wagon with them (flour, salt, sugar, etc.), aug- 
mented by what they could raise or catch. Rabbits were plenti- 
ful and prairie grouse could be trapped. (How? Take the top 
out of an empty Hour barrel, replace it suspended on two nails 
and carefully balanced. Sprinkle on corn kernels. The grouse 
lands to dine, tilts the top, is dumped in, the top swings back 
into place, he can't get out.) 

Their “soddies” were typical of homesteader housing on the 
high plains— partial dugoutsand walled with earth. Mama re- 
called hers as relatively cool in summer and warm in winter, 
which is fortunate because neither coal nor wood was available 
on those vast treeless plains. The fuel for cooking and heating 
was provided by “buffalo chips.” These dried droppings left by 
the huge herds of bisons that had recently roamed those prai- 


ries burned with pretty fair heat, as Mama recalled it, as well as 
a distinctive aroma. 

It sounds like tough going but Mama’s memories of it (at least 
the ones she relayed to her children ) were full of fun and hap- 
piness. For example, 1 remember her laughing about their 
yearning for shade — and the day her brother came by her 
soddie in their joint- use buggy. Chris reminded her they'd seen 
trees growing along a creek that drained into the North Cana- 
dian River. They packed some food, headed ten miles or so over 
the prairie and spent a day enjoying both shade 
and having someone to talk to. 

Mama still maintained that taste for shade and 
quiet places while mothering three kids. She'd 
pack a basket, we'd head out for the creeks and 
woods for picnics, and she would use the time 
to show us what out there was good to eat and 
what wasn't. For example, the wild mushrooms 
she collected had to pass three tests. She showed how they 
looked (pinkish white), how they smelled (delicious), and fi- 
nally how the thin skin on the cap had to peel back. We 
learned how to harvest the wild poke greens, which grew along 
creeks so they would return next summer, and never, never, 
to chew on them until they were cooked. Wc learned about 
poison ivy and poison oak, to be careful about where we put 
our hands when climbing creek banks in snake season. Above 
all, we learned that it was lot better to have a skinned knee 
than to go through life afraid of falling. 10 

From the book Seldom Disappointed by Tony Hiiterman, which 
is published by H orperCo Hi ns Publishers. Copyright © 200 1 by 
Tony Hiiterman . Att rights reserved 



EXCERPT | 4 



This time of year, shopping looms large, as in- 
evitable as colder temperatures. Why not take a 
step beyond mall madness and add an Oklahoma theme to holiday 2001? These 
gift items range from tiny to large, affordable to big-ticket, mainstream to unique, 


Frames, 


Hip to be Square 

Frames enclose those most precious of 
things, our memories. Stewart Indus- 
tries of Edmond produces five lines of 
vintage -looking frames perfect for past or 
present moments. You'll find the hand- 
painted, affordable beauties at Hobby 
Lobby stores, through Country House and 
Plow & Hearth catalogs, or from the com- 
pany website. Travelers' bonus: You may 
even run across them while meandering 
through high-end East Coast shops. (405) 
844-2333 or a Uth i tigsvtn mge. co m. 


k 





Baby 
clothes, 
$22 - $24 

▼ 


I Baby Wrap 


Potential for growth is de rigucur at Grow, a kids' clothier. How 
does a big-city company with design headquarters in Denver and 
business headquarters in Chicago find a place in the Oklahoma 
Today gift guide? Simple. Company founder Verity Frecbem — 
designer of Crow's adorable, minimalist 1 00 percent cotton prod- 
uct line — was born and raised in Oklahoma. In 1998, Frecbem and 
her business partner, Chicago marketer Rebecca Labowitz, founded 
Grow, determined to wedge their way into the children's clothing mar- 
ket. The result? Kidwear with a natural feel in colors like plum, nutmeg, 
and mulberry. Collections like Endearing Terms (Sweet Pea, Wiggleworm, 
Little Stinker) and Designosaurs (Tyrannosaurus HEX, StegoSTARus) 
every little one a tiny bit cuter. Bonus — they're printed at 
Cimarron Screen Printing in Edmond, (800) 630-3910 or 


hopefully inspiring stateside spending in significant amounts. Call it what you like — 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christmas— the season of giving is here. Celebrate it. 

Photography by John Jernigan except where indicated. 
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SIMON CUDBY 



Need something virtually guaranteed to elicit a “CooIP Irom 
your kid on Christmas morning? Try propping a Hoffman 
bike next to the tree. These state-of-the-art BMX freestyle 
bikes, courtesy extreme biker/icon Mat Hoffman and his 
Oklahoma City company, will win any adventurer's heart 
Hoffman Bikes produces several models, the ultimate ot 
which is the Pro Series. More appropriate for beginning rid- 
ers, Prodigy Series bikes — which start around $200 — offer the 
novice rider a complete package but with entry-level com- 
ponents, At*$ Bicycles in Edmond , (405) 341-4331; the Bi- 
cycle Store Tog in Oklahoma City , (405) 634-8080; D&K 
Bicycles in Midwest City, (405) 732-1803. 
hoffmanbikes.com. 


More than mere adornment, in the 
Sooner State, jewelry is part of a vi- 
tal Native past* Paul Harjo, a 
Muskogee Creek/Seminole silver- 
smith and Henryetta native, pains- 
takingly crafts each piece by hand. 
Whether encircling a big or little 
person’s finger, throat, wrist, or 
lobe, Harjo's sterling creations 
stand out. For two decades, Harjo 
essentially had two full-time ca- 
reers, one in personnel at Tinker 
Air Force Base, the other burning 
the midnight oil with a jeweler* s 
saw. Today, Harjo designs, creates, 
and sells the malachite, black 
onyx, pink mussel, and tur- 
quoise pieces out of his 
Majikti home in Shawnee (he 
(: retired from Tinker 

Last March). Silver 
. and i u rq u oi sc brace 

l9HB|§§ let, $500; silver long- 
SSHflJw horn sheep pendant, 
$200, Paul Harjo, (405) 
r 275-4230; Five Civilized 
- V Tribes Museum in Muskogee , 

( 918) 683 -1701 or fivetri bes * co m ; 
Okmulgee’s Red Stick Gallery , (918) 
756-2324 , 


Friend for Life 


One of the best gifts you can give or receive is 
L-Q-V-E. Share yours with a homeless animal 
adopted from one of the many reputable animal 
shelters and animal welfare organizations in our 
state. Be advised, adopting a dog or cat is not a de- 
cision to be made lightly. Never — we repeat, 
never — surprise anyone with the gift of an animal. 

I nstead, consult your fam i ly or, if you ' re solo, look 
deep into your heart and discover how much room 
you have for a companion who will never judge 
you, invariably be glad to see you, and fill your life 
with beautiful, uncomplicated, unconditional love* 
Most shelters adopt animals for fees ranging from 
$45 to $65. This writer adopted Ruby Corcoran, 
right, from the Humane Society of Stillwater nine 
years ago. Pets and People Humane Society in Yukon, 
(405) 377-7387 or petsandpeQple.com; the Hu- 
mane Society of Stillwater, (405)377- 
1 70 1 or p to val tie. net/ . r 


jewelry, 
$200 - $500 



•mv 

1 Pet 

1 1 

adoption, 


$45 and up 
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Magazine, 

$16.95 


Live It, 
Love It, 
Read It 


Pardon our boldness, but what better 
gift than Oklahoma Today magazine? 
It’s got it all: pride in place, people you 
know, the good news about home. For 
chump change, friends and family can 
enjoy one of the best regional titles any- 
where, now entering its forty-sixth year. 
Shimmering photographs mingle with 
thoughtful articles in six bimonthly is- 
sues and a special year in review. $16.95 
a year, $15.95 for a gift subscription. 
(800) 777-1793 or oklahotnatoday.com . 
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Cinematic Wonders 


Zoom Zoom Zoom 


Need a gift for someone with a yen for protecting our natural resources? Here’s 
one sure to delight: an electric car. Global Electric Motorcars (owned by 
DaimlerChrysler) manufactures a high-tech alternative vehicle, the GEM E825. 
Sold at only four Oklahoma dealerships, the micro-car’s battery-powered 
motor can crank it up to twenty-five miles per hour and travels about 
thirty-five miles before needing a recharge. The utility model even 
hauls a payload of up to 850 pounds. Better yet, the GEM E825 
won’t tick off anybody on Ozone Alert Days — it’s pollution- 
free. Don’t take it for a spin on the Broken Arrow Express- 
way, however; the GEM E825 is restricted to roadways with 
speed limits under thirty-five. And kids, fuggeddaboudit — 
this vehicle must be operated by a driver with a valid 
Oklahoma license. Available in several styles and 
colors in two and four-door versions. Two- 
passenger GEM E825, $7,995. Mike Quinn Dodge 
in Tuba, (918)584-1481 orquinnoftulsa.com ; 
Quinn Chrysler Plymouth in Tulsa, (918) 
664-3350; Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma 
City, (405) 236-1224; Baker Golf Car 
Company in Grove , (918) 786-3696. 
gemcar.com. 


Find the perfect gift for the movie buff or 
collector on your list at Movie Poster Ser- 
vice in Canton. Believe it or not, Cleophas 
and Lou Ann Wooley’s movie poster in- 
ventory has been guesstimated at 400,000 
items (but Lou Ann believes the figure 
is closer to a million). Movie Poster Ser- 
vice has a national and international 
client base. Years ago, the business 
was located in Sand Springs, the 
product of a couple of theater em- 
ployees’ random gatherings after 
films had moved on. Later, the 
growing stash, now part of an in- , 
dependent poster exchange, was 
moved to Oklahoma City, then 
to Canton. Posters start at 
around $25 and go up — way 
up — into the four figures. 

(580) 886-2248. 


Car, 

$7,995 


poster, 
$85 i 









Wine, 

$24 

► 


MuyVi 


i 


ino 

Take heart, antioxidant lovers. 
You'll find plenty in Jou Ilian wines. 
The tucked -away Carmel Valley, 
California, vineyard has a tight 
Sooner connection — it's owned by 
Oklahoma City's Jo n Ilian and Sias 
families (think Mustang Energy). 
At the winery, vintner Ridge 
Watson fashions award- winning 
Joullian Chardonnays, a Cabernet 
Sauvignon, and a Sauvignon 
Blanc to the tunc of twelve 
thousand cases annually. 

The Joullian Sias Cuv£e 
Zinfandel ($24), the only 
zin produced in the Carmel 
Valley, is available only in 
Oklahoma and California. 

A flavor fn 1 1 n ed ley o f ra s p - 
berry, red currant, and an- 
ise, Sias Cuvec Zinfandel — 
and Other Joullian wines— 
are available at fine wine 
stores and better restaurants 
statewide. (831 ) 659-2800 
orjoulIian.com. 


Nuts for Sweets 


Bloom Where Planted 

To bestow a gift that really keeps on giving, con- 
sider a live tree from one of the stare's nurseries. 
Good growing bets for the Oklahoma climate are 
shumard, pin oak, willow, and northern red oaks, 
red and Caddo maple, pear varieties like aristo- 
crat and capital, and sweet gum, Chinese pistache, 
and river birch. Choose an area with good soil, and 
be sure to water the ground heavily as soon as your 
tree is planted. Fertilize as needed. Greenleaf Nurs- 
ery Cvmpany t (918) 457-4172 or glnsy.com; 
Northcutt's Green fawn Nurseries , (405) 527- 
6675; Sander's Nursery ami Distribution 
Center in luola , (918) 543-2589. Tree 
prices depend on size ami variety. 


It's not I he holidays without a 
few extra pounds. Satisfy that 
sweet tooth, but do it Okla- 
homa style, with some home- 
grown candy. Ada Candy Com- 
pany has a tasty cure for what ails 
you, whether handmade pepper- 
mints or peanut brittle. Softer 
touches will enjoy Bedre Chocolates, 
a gourmet chocoJatier and retailer in 
Ada owned by the Chickasaw Tribe. When 
you're up Grand Lake way, save some cash lor 
Margot Sweet Shoppe in Grove, where Margo Dietrich 
whips up the best homemade fudge that ever met a taste bud. 
Above, Margo's fudge in chocolate nut and butter pecan. All va- 
rieties are $8.99 per pound in the store, $15.50 per pound 
shipped. Ada Candy Company, (580) 3 1 0-4894; Bedre Chocolates , 
(580) 310-9485; Margo's Sweet Shoppe ; (918) 

786-422! . (888) 786-4221 . orgreends.net/ 
ma rgoss wee tsh op pd* 




PHOTODISC 





Boomer Tuners 


Music makes a great gift, anytime, anyplace. Even better, home- 
grown artists back their melodies with a dose of stale pride. Re- 
cently, the Red Dirt genre has bloomed, and a couple of 
Oklahoma's up-and-comers are hitting it big* Check out the most 
recent release from the alt -country band out of Stillwater, the Great 
Divide. Afterglow: The Will Rogers Sessions (Broken Bow, 2000) was 
recorded in Oklahoma City's storied Will Rogers Theater 
(thegreatdivide.com). A newer band, Cross Canadian Ragweed 
released Highway 377 (Underground Sound, 2001) to critical ac- 
claim in February. Another Oklahoma -influenced title, this one re- 
fers to the state highway near Wolf where lead singer Cody 
Canada and friends benefited from some admitted divine in- 
tervention after a car accident (crosscanadianragweed.com). 
For guitar virtuosity and first-rate harmonies, check out the 
brand-new Speedy & Jeana, a self-produced work by Okla- 
homa City guitar legend Speedy West Jr., who partnered 
with Jeana Freeman for bold country-rock, blues, and bal- 
lads (speedywestjr.com). Check out other recent releases 
from these Oklahoma singers and groups: Toby Keith, 

Debbie Campbell, Hanson, Wakeland, and Tyler En- 
gia nd . edwa reh o use . co m . 


Spa-tacular 

Pampering is the standard at Okla- 
homa spas. With every kind of facial 
and massage imaginable and exotic 
ministerings like full-body day 
masks and reflexology, spa time 
gratifies everyone's need for royal 
treatment. At Image Quest Day Spa 
in Shawnee, you can schedule all of 
the above, plus hair services. The most 
indulgent, the Deluxe Day of Beauty 
($345), includes an herbal wrap, fa- 
cial, lunch, aromatherapy massage, 
manicure, pedicure, and makeup ses- 
sion, topped off with a scalp treat- 
ment, shampoo, cut, and style. Can't 
you feel the stress dissipating already? 
Image Quest Day Spa , (405) 275-21 10 
or imagequest~ok.com. Also , try Re- 
naissance Salon and Spa in Oklahoma 
City ; (405) 751-8888; the Worx Salon 
and Day Spa in Pauls Valley, (405) 
238-5665; and Health Works Massage 
and Day Spa in Davis , (5#0j 369- 
2644 or hrightok.net/ 
'-speedrerfheal th wo fks , 


A carved knife makes a 
sharp gift. Ted Lawrence, a 
flint knapper and member of the 
Choctaw Nation, lives in Braggs and 
sells stone knives, arrowheads, and 
arrowhead necklaces at the gift shop 
the Five Civilised Tribes Mu- 
Mu sko gee. This unusual ob- 
sidian knife blade attaches to a piece 
of white -tailed deer antler. Says 
Lawrence of knapping, “It’ s a very 
addictive, unattainable goal when 
you're always trying to make the 
perfect point.” Eagle-head knife, 
$145. Five Civilized Tribes Museum, 
(918) 683-1701 orfivetribes.com. Ted 
(918) 487-5474. 


Spa day, 
$345 
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Purses, 
$95 - %ns 

► 


Rhythm of the Kids 


Surrender to the natural noisemaker in your child with these critterific Remo 
bongo drums ($45.95). Renowned for their professional percussion instru- 
ments, Remo also manufactures several varieties for kids. If the bongo doesn't 
shake your tyke's groove thing, check out Remo's Congo drums or tom-toms at 
Kiddlestix, an Oklahoma-owned toy store with two Tulsa locations. The "we're- 
not-at- Wal-Mart* feel ofKiddlestix is apparent the minute you walk in and see 
vibrant toys abundantly displayed from every conceivable surface. Owner Sue 
Burdock, who wants to create a "fun atmosphere," believes in the 
power of the demo: Kids have their pick of toys to test-drive be- 
fore buying. Kiddlestix will have extended hours after 
T ha n ksgi ving. ( 9 18) 749- 8697. Other locally o wned Okla - 
homo toy stores perfect for a little Christmas shopping: 
Learning Tree Toys , Books, anil Games (405/848- 
1415) and MTM Kidz Store (405/ 
7 75-0700) in Oklahoma City 
and Kidoodles Toys 
(405/360-8697) in 
Norman. 


Drums, 

$46 


Carry On 


Fashionistas, fuel your satchel fetish at 
Deux Sacs — that's "two bags” in 
French. How can one bag be two? 

Many Deux Sacs reverse, providing a 
sort of purse happy hour. Eleven 
years ago, marriage brought designer 
and native Antiguan Charmaine 
Bcrlioux to Tulsa. Up to her roots in 
gels, pomade, and curling irons, 

Berlioux, a stylist at the Cypress Avenue Salon in Tulsa, 

crafts the funky Deux Sacs during her discre- 

t tionary time, then sells them to Tulsa shops. She says 
of her part-time passion, "It's a great little outlet for 
sanity.” Bcrlioux's fall and winter totes tend toward 
skin and have a high coolness factor. Most are leather 
or suede in muted and earthy tones. The reversible 
Fantasy Patent with embedded dried flowers, left, $ 1 25. 
Tie-Dye For suede bag, above, $95. Isabella's Design, 
(918) 744-9100; Patricia Sparks , (918) 742-7775; and 
Talisman, (918) 745-1786 , all in Tulsa . 


Poster, 

$20 

► 


Celebrity Status 

Bursting with stale pride? Check out 
Profile Press, a Tulsa company that 
specializes in all things Oklahoma. 
John Venture’s seven -year -old com- 
pany introduced a poster of famous 
Oklahomans In 1997. The design is 
an outline of the state filled in with 
the names of noted statesmen and 
women from Bill Tilghman to Alfre 
Woodard. A similar method led to 
the “Famous Tulsans” poster a year 
later, this time in the shape of the 
Tulsa skyline. Strike three is the 
Oklahoma "Sport stars" poster, re- 
leased in 2000 and emblazoned w ith 
the names of 270 past and present 
athletes. All posters, $19.95, plus 
shipping and handling. T-shirts also 
available. (918) 492-6176 . 





JASON RAYMON 




Sleep and Eat 

Sometimes a break from the grind is the perfect gift. One of 
our favorite places in Oklahoma to rejuvenate is Norman's 
Montford Inn. With ten rooms in the main house and six 
cottage suites (one shown above) , guests will find ambiance, 
d£cor, and amenities to suit any taste. Styles range from 
Native American to French country to Boomer Sooner, No 
matter the overnight surroundings, father Ron and son Wil- 
liam Murray's breakfasts will start the day on a delish note. 
Guests are greeted by fresh flowers, private baths, fireplaces, TV/ 
VCRs behind armoire doors, ceiling fans, and closet space ga- 
lore in every room and suite. Many rooms have jetted tubs, 
king-sized beds, outdoor hot tubs, and private porches. Rates 
start at $90 a night for double occupancy and go up to $200 for 
the most luxurious cottage. (405) 321-2200 > (800) 321 - 8969 , or 
montfordhm.com. Also try Shiloh Morning Inn near Ardmore, 
(888) 554-7674 or shilohrnorning.com; the McBirney Mansion in 
Tulsa > (918) 585-3234 or mebirneymamionxom; and any of the 
slew ofB&Bs in Guthrie, (405) 282-0012 or guthriebb.com. 


Sweat It 

In Oklahoma, joe and Buffy are as recog- 
nizable as Charlie Brown and Snoopy, 
You'll find the toothy eskimo and his slob- 
bering pal at foe's Clothes, always a great 
holiday shopping stop. Whether at the 
world headquarters in Stillwater or per- 
manent stores in Woodland Hills Mall in 
Tulsa and Penn Square Mall in Oklahoma 
City, snag some buttery-soft flannel pants, 
an EJ holiday shirt, or those good old- 
fashioned sweats or tees that sell year- 
round. A new item, the pullover hooded 
sweatshirt, below in navy, is also available in 
orange, $38. Look for temporary Joe's 
Clothes holiday locations at these malls; Quail 
Springs Mall and Crossroads Mall in Okla- 
homa City, Oakwood Mail in Enid, Central 
Mall in Lawton, Tulsa Promenade, Shawnee 
Mall, Washington Park Mall in Bartlesville, 
and Arrowhead Mall in Muskogee, (800) 256 - 
5637 oreskimojoes.com . 


A Thousand Words 


You can walkout of the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa with a work 
of art tucked under your arm and no fear of grand larceny. Fifty 
of the museum's paintings from the permanent collection are 
available at the Gilcrease Museum Shop for as little as a ten 
spot. Reproductions of works by Albert Bierstadt, Thomas 
Moran, Frederic Remington, [oseph Henry Sharp, and oth- 
ers sell for $35, Many repros, heat-transferred onto canvas, 
are priced from $70 to $135. The Upper Falls of the 
Yellowstone (1872) by Thomas Moran, print on canvas, 
$80, (918) 596-2700 0 rgilcrea 5 e.org , 


A 

Print on 
canvas, 
$80 
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Remnants 



D1 ^ 

lt\t by Felieitas Kunke-ESfehle 

^wordbyChmEas^ 
Introduction by Uretel Ehrlich 


A Tribute to the Working Cowboy 



Buy the Book 

Giving a coffee-table book is a 
tasteful way to show your affec- 
tion during the holidays* The 
museum store at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City offers 
a roomy selection of the museum's 
signature themes; the West, Native 
and frontier America, and all 
things cowboy* A recent arrival to 
the shelves, Gnfherrng Remnants; 
A Tribute to the Working Cowboy 
by photographer Kendall Nelson 
and writer Felicitas Funke-Riehle 
(Prairie Creek Productions, 
200 1 }, is a sumptuous ode to that 
most romantic of frontier heroes* 
In large duotone photos accom- 
panied by lean but evocative cap- 
tion text i Gathering Remnants pays 
tribute to an ethos of individuality 
and freedom that continues to de- 
fine the American West* Fore- 
word by Clint Eastwood. $80. Na- 
tional Cowboy and Western Heri- 
tage Mttseurtu (405) 478-2250 or 
nat tot mlco wboym useum.org. 


Its Doll-ing! 

As long as there are girls, there will be 
dolls. Break free of Barbie bonds and the 
Groovy Girls grind and try something 
different. Carol Johnson Fuller, a 
Cherokee doll maker from Satina, sells 
her handiwork at the Gil crease Museum 
Shop in Tulsa. These trade blanket dolls 
are made from antique wool blanket rem- 
nants and new fabric, resulting in beau- 
tiful dolls in simple forms, no two alike. 
This doll depicts five children listening to 
the storytellers wis- 


State map, 
$30 

► 



dom, $108. (918) 
596-2700 or 
gikrease.org. 



If you think educational gifts are for dweebs, you've never g 
seen a Raven map. The Oregon company proves a map's | 
beauty is as important as technical accuracy. In a series | 
of cartographic coups, Raven's precisely etched land- 
marks, tinted elevation markers, relief shading, and up- 
to-date road listings come together so organically that the 
only appropriate response is “Aaaah* 1 ' Also available, 
topographical maps, earth views. North American and 
United Slates maps, even a nocturnal map of the world's 
population distribution. Save a good-sized wall; Raven's 
Oklahoma map measures 35 11 x 67”* State map, $30. 
Laminated, $50* (800) 237-0798 or mvenmaps.com , 
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RED-TAILED HAWK ON FROZEN LAKE 




PHOTOGRAPHY 
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HE RIDER DOES NOT PUMP THE PEDALS, BUT 


the bike^ — a little silver number that gleams 


with a Christmas Day newness — gathers speed anyway. 
When it exhausts its makeshift runway, the bike floats off 
the edge of a cliff into the gaping mouth of Norwegian sky 
that will rapidly deliver both vehicle and passenger to the 
boulder-carpeted fields 3,200 feet below. As man and bicycle 
plummet earthward, they turn an unhurried, almost ca- 
sual backflip together. Then another. 

“1 did a double gainer right there," says Mat Hoffman, 
a note of pride rippling the otherwise nonchalant waters 
of his voice. Hoffman bounces his baby daughter, 
Giavanna, on his lap and coos in her ear, but his eyes 


remain fixed on the tableau of rock and sky and bicycle 
and man playing out on the forty- two-inch television parked 




in the center of his Oklahoma City office. “Look/* he 
says, poking his finger at the immense screen, “look how 


By adaivi Buckley Cohen 



close I come to that ledge.” 

Hoffman grins and shakes his head as a billowing 
parachute fills the screen. “What an experience, just 
dropping so fast, just Hipping around, watching the 
ground come toward you. It was.,,” Hoffman pauses 
midsentence, plumbing the depths of his vocabulary in a 
vain search for the words to describe the indescribable. 
He weaves his fingers through Giavanna's chocolate- 
colored curls for a few moments, then gives a you’re- 
never-gonna-know-until-you-try-it shrug, “ft was 
pretty wild.” 

PROFILE | S3 



JOHN JEHNIGAN 







T O UNDERSTAND MAT HOFFMAN, IT HELPS TO FAMILIAR- 
iEe yourself with a few figures. I: the number of times 
Hoffman has appeared on MTV wearing a chicken suit. 10: 
the number of times Hoffman has captured the vertical jump- 
ing crown at the World Championships of BMX 
Freestyle. 14: the number of times Hoffman has un- 
dergone surgery for injuries suffered in the course of 
his riding career. 15: Hoffman's age when he got 
kicked out of school 25: Hoffman's age when the U.S. 
Small Business Administration named him its Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year. 

But if there's one number that really captures the 
essence of Mat Hoffman, it's twenty-six and a half 
That's how many feet the Oklahoma City resident, 
known as “the Condor," and his bike soared above the 
top of a twenty- four- foot ramp on March 20, 200 1 . It's 
also ten and a half feet higher than the mark listed in 
the current edition of the Guinness Book of World 
Records L Which, by the way, Hoffman had already sur- 
passed (unofficially) as far back as 1992. 

knew 1 was touching my limit with that twenty- 
four- foot ramp,” says Hoffman. “That ramp made 
Jaci (Hoffman's wife] pretty nervous. It made every- 
body nervous. Nobody wanted me to do that ramp. 
Everybody was trying to talk me out of it. But ! just 
really thought 1 could do it.” 

Hoffman's instincts proved correct. But then again, so did 
everybody else's. After clearing twenty-six and a half feet— 
with the aid of a motorcycle and a length of rope that helped 
him reach a speed of roughly sixty miles per hour on his ap- 
proach — Hoffman continued his Promethean quest 
for air. “1 wanted to break thirty. It was just this 
weird goal 1 had in my head. But then 
I took a slam.” The fail — from 
more than fifty feet in the 
air — left Hoffman uncon- 
scious. While it was hardly 
st time Hoffman had 
e with the ground (he 
been knocked 
st fifty times while 

Left, Hoffman 
competes at the 200 1 
Summer X Games, 
held in Philadelphia in 
August, Although he 
won the bronze 
medal at the popular 
ESPN -sponsored 
event, many have 
sp e cu I at ed — in eluding 
the Condor himself— 
that the 2001 X 
Games may have 
been his last 
competition. 


Mat Hoffman’s office overlooks 
Hoffman Bikes' entryway, above, 
Hoffman designed the building’s 
industrial look in 1 999 white he was 
sidelined, recovering from surgery. 


SHAZAMM/ESfN 




rid mg) > the crash took a heavy toll on him. 

“It really affected me/ 1 says Hoffman with characteristic un- 
derstatement In the days following the crash, he blacked out 
repeatedly* He went into convulsions* And his balance — the 
stock-in-trade of a bicycle aerial ist — abandoned him* “I just 
thought man, maybe Tm not gonna have balance anymore/* 

Fortunately, Hoffman’s balance eventually returned, and 
the convulsions and blackouts ceased. “Normally, I would just 
be so focused that I would go back and hit that ramp, 7 * 
Hoffman says* “I have so much control over fear that 
sometimes I forget it’s hard to survive a fall from 
fifty feet in the sky* But I’ve got a baby now, and 
fve got to take care of her.” So for now— and, 
if Jaci Hoffman has her way, forever— the 
twenty- four- foot ramp sits gathering dust. 

But at least Hoffman finally has that entry 
in the Guinness Book to show for all his 
troubles* Right? 

“I never invited Guinness,” says Hoffman 
offhandedly* “I never did this for the world 
record* I don’t need to have someone tell me 
went higher than anyone else*** Or maybe he does* 

“Who knows?” he muses a moment later* “I could always 
make it official* All I have to do is send in a videotape to get 
the record.” 

Yet even without Guinness* imprimatur or a twenty-six and 
one-half foot jump to his name, Hoffman is sitting in the cat- 
bird seat. He is the defending world vertical jumping cham- 
pion. He has twice brought home gold medals from ESPN’s 
X Games. His eponymous video game rocketed to the top of 
the sales charts when it was released this spring. One of his 
three companies sells thirteen to fifteen thousand bikes annu- 
ally, while another will coordinate sixteen bicycle stunt com- 
petitions this year* He regularly produces, directs, edits, and 
hosts TV shows. He has a beautiful family. He even has his 
own action figure. So what’s Mat Hoffman going to do with 
his life once he turns thirty? 

I T'S 9:30 A.M*, BUT AT THE BOXY PREFAB BUILDING IN 
north Oklahoma City that serves as headquarters for 
Hoffman’s business interests, it seems earlier* There are a few 
signs of life: A guy with pink hair strides purposefully past, and 
a voice from a grottolike office calls out to offer coffee. Yet all 
in all, the dimly lit, sparsely furnished central lobby— occupied 
only by a few chairs, ten Hoffman bikes dangling fifteen feet in 
the air, and a red, white, and blue CMC motorcycle (To Matt 
[sic]. Happy Landings, Evel Knievel,” reads the inscription on 
the motorcycle’s gas tank) — feels more like a final resting place 
for daredevil vehicles than it does a corporate nerve center. 


Though Hoffman appears to perform this world record-breaking 
jump with ease, his mind is working overtime to ensure a safe 
reunion with the earth. Each second he reevaluates his focus, how 
to line up his tires, and his landing alignment. A minor miscalcula- 
tion could result in major injuries* 


'I HAVE SO MUCH CONTROL 
OVER FEAR THAT SOMETIMES 
I FORGET IT'S HARD TO 
SURVIVE A FALL FROM FIFTY 
FEET IN THE SKY.' 

V 





When Hoffman, twenty-nine, arrives, the cant of his news- 
print-black hair suggests a recent encounter with a pillow. A 
pair of scraggly sideburns bookends his handsome, stubble- 
shadowed face. Unpierced and untattooed (at least apparently 
so), he seems an unlikely standard-bearer for the outre world 
of extreme sports. 

Born and raised in Edmond, Hoffman began riding BMX bikes 
around age ten. He entered some local races, but the results were 
decidedly underwhelming. “In racing,” says Hoffman, “the whole 
idea is to keep low to the ground and go fast. But every time I'd 
hit a jump, I’d go as high as 1 could off it.” 

Despite Hoffman's middle-of-the-pack finishes, his flair for 
gravity-defying acrobatics turned heads. By the age of twelve, he 
bad signed up a pair of sponsors (Edmond Bike Shop and Moun- 
tain Dew) and was performing jumping and stunt exhibitions at 
local bike shops, malls, and grocer)' stores. Before long, Hoffman 
turned his attention to amateur BMX freestyle competitions. 

Born in the late 1970s out of a marriage of BMX and skate- 
boarding, BMX freestyle consists of trick riding and jumping. 
Hoffman focused his energies on “vert” riding, where riders use 
half-pipe ramps to perform jumps and tricks. Competitors are 
scored based on the height of their jumps as well as originality, 
difficulty, and overall performance. 

Although Hoffman fared extremely well in contests through- 
out the Southwest — “At twelve or thirteen. Mat wasn’t for behind 
the top guys in the country,” recalls Steve Swope, Hoffman’s long- 
time friend and business partner — his performances received 
little attention. But that changed in June 1986, when Hoffman 
strutted his stuff at a national event in New 
York City’s Madison Square Garden. 

“Mat had never really been at a com- 
petition of any caliber before,” says 
Swope. “And all of a sudden, here 
was this fourteen-year-old kid out 
of Oklahoma, out of nowhere, 
who was riding at a pro level. Only 
he was doing different tricks — 
things that the pros couldn’t com- 
prehend, things that they’d never 
thought about. People were totally 
amazed.” Within a year, Skyway, 
a bike manufacturer, signed 
Hoffman to ride full-time for its 
factory team. 

While Hoffman’s touring 
schedule may not have won 
many admirers among Edmond 
School administrators, his biking exploits 

Not your typical CEO, Hoffman relaxes at 
his desk in his Oklahoma City office. The 
wall behind him is lined with a portion of 
the many magazines featuring Hoffman on 
the cover. He says the logos affixed to this 
ramp, right, help him determine his 
bearings during a jump. 
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were fast making him a legend on the 
pedaling scene. “What's really left 
to say about a guy who ignored all 
established limits and redefined 
vert riding — at age fifteen?” Ride 
BMX magazine wrote about Hoffman 
in 1995. After rising to the top of the ama- 
teur ranks, Hoffman turned professional at the 
age of sixteen, making him, at the time, the youngest 
pro in the history of BMX freestyle. He christened his pro ca- 
reer in typical fashion — by winning the veil: competition at the 
World Championships of BMX Freestyle. 

Hoffman’s success did not come without a price. By his sev- 
enteenth birthday, he had already undergone at least three ma- 
jor surgeries, including the insertion of a plate and ten screws 
to repair a fractured fibula. He traveled almost nonstop and 
saw his family infrequently. “I never really had a childhood,” 
he says wistfully. “I was on the road, living in hotels.” 

At eighteen, Hoffman left Skyway to ride for another spon- 
sor. But within a year, he decided he'd had enough of riding 
for other people. So he started his own promotion company, 
recruited a team of riders to join him, and began staging 
shows around the country. Before the year was out, he would 
also start Hoffman Bikes, a bicycle designer and manufac- 
turer. Hoffman operated both businesses — as well as his sub- 
sequent ventures— out of Edmond until 1996, when he 
moved the offices to their current site in Oklahoma City. 

Through his early twenties, Hoffman continued to grow 
his businesses and cement his reputation as one of freestyle 
biking's giants. But in 1993, he took a fall that not only came 
close to ending his career, it nearly killed him. 

In a fit of Rube Goldbergian inspiration, Hoffman rigged his 
bike with a (don't laugh) gas -powered lawn trimmer motor, a 
la Weed Eater. He was convinced that the added, sustained ve- 
locity — the weedeyde could hold a speed of fifty miles per hour 
on flats — would help him soar to new heights on a twenty-one- 
foot half-pipe. He was, as it turns out, for the most pan right. 

"1 got about twenty feet above the ramp, si) I was forty- one 
feet over the ground,” says Hoffman. “But then 1 realized that, 
with ihe Weed Eater on the bike, my balance was really off,” 
The ensuing crash left him unconscious. After Hoffman came 
to, his friends rushed him to the hospital, where he received 
sobering news. “I had so much internal bleeding that they gave 
me twenty minutes to live,” he says matter-of-fact I y. 

Emergency spleen removal surgery saved Hoffman's life. 
Seemingly undeterred, even after a pair of intervening sur- 
geries (one to have a massive, ramp- inflicted splinter re- 
moved from his right buttock), I loffman rebuilt the ramp 
the following year. With the help of a motorcycle and a tow- 
I i n e — b u l sa n s W eed Ea t er m o t o r — h e clea red t we nty-th ree 
feet. “I did it just so I could get back into the saddle,” he says. 
“Then 1 went out of town, and the ramp got blown over by 
the wind. Or so people say. But I think they figured l was go- 
ing to kill myself on it, so they tore it down.” 


JOHN JERNIGAM 
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Hoffman opted to leave well enough alone. Instead of re- 
building the ramp, he spent the remainder of the decade build- 
ing an extreme sports empire. He stepped up his promotions 
efforts, creating a pair of major hiking series and organizing 
numerous competitions and shows, including the bicycle 
stunt portion of the X Games. His work on the X Games led 
to regular stints producing, directing, and hosting extreme 
sports programming for ESPN and ESPN2. AH the while, 
Hoffman Bikes grew and grew; today, the Oklahoma- based 
company’s bikes sell in 1 ,200 U.S. locations and thirteen for- 
eign countries. 

In conjunction with Hoffman, Flick Trix, a toy manufac- 
turer, has created a line of miniature Hoffman Bikes and a 
Hoffman action figure. “The first one looked like Pee- wee 
Herman,” groans Hoffman, “so 1 made them pull it.” Never- 
theless, the scaled -down bikes and mini-Mats have notched 
almost 1.5 million unit sales. 

Then there's the video game. “Through this game, people 
can at least fantasize they can ride like Mat,” says Will K as soy, 
senior director of marketing at Activision, which partnered 
with Hoffman to create Mat Hoffman’s Pro BMX. Released in 
May, the game immediately topped Playstation sales charts. 
Activision is so confident in Hoffman’s Midas touch that a se- 
quel is already in the works and slated to hit stores next spring. 

Through it all, Hoffman has continued his bicyciingdomi- 
nance, winning every vert competition- — the X Games, World 
Championships, European Championships, Bicycle Stunt 
Series, Crazy Freakin’ Bikers Series — imaginable. Still, with 
a wife, a new baby, his recent misadventures with the 
twenty- four- foot ramp, and a medical history as 
long as Santa’s list (six surgeries on his right knee, 
four on his right shoulder, one synthetic anterior cruci- 
ate ligament, forty- five broken bones, and more than two 
hundred stitches), his days as the king of the air appear 
numbered. 

realize that I’ve abused my body pretty badly,” says 
Hoffman, once again showcasing his talent for understate- 
ment. “When I get old, I’ll probably live in a one- story house, 
because ] probably won’t be able to make it up the stairs. I’ll 
have to reap the injuries I’ve sown. IVe accepted that.” 

How will he pass his days then? Hoffman chews on the ques- 
tion for a moment. “I like skydiving,” he offers tentatively. He 
recounts a recent dive that culminated in a dislocated shoulder. 
“So,” he admits, “I guess that might not be something 1 can do 
when Pm older,” After a few fidgety seconds of silence, Hoffman’s 
face brightens. “Maybe I’ll get into hang-gliding.” M 


Hoffman with wife Jad and daughter Giavanna at 
their Oklahoma City home. Of his training 
regimen, Jad says, 'He eats a pint of 
Haagen-Dazs every night.’ 








Above left: A Generation-X business leader 
with his diverse staff, many of whom are 
longtime friends. Partner Steve Swope stands 
in the far left; rear. Bottom row, left to right: 
Hoffman competes at the 2000 X Games in 
San Francisco; this stunt, featured on MTV, 
took The Condor’ twelve attempts to 
complete; at the 2000 X Games. 
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Fayetteville, Arkansas 

For the beautiful Lights of the Ozarks 
Festival, Nov. 21 -Dec. 31. The fabu- 
lous holiday entertainment at the 
Walton Arts Center. The delicious 
food. The cozy lodgings. The fantastic 
shopping all about town, the breath- 
taking lights of the downtown square. 



For more information, contact 
Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 4216, Dept. OK. 
Fayetteville, AR 72702-4126 

1-800-766-4626 


w w w.fa vettevilleA R.com 



Denison, Texas 


EVENTS 

Holiday tour of lights, Nov. 23 - Dec. 30 
Holiday tour of homes, Dec. 1 
Christmas parade. Dec. 6 

ATTRACTIONS 

Gateway to Lake Texoma 
Boutiques 

Christmas collectibles 
Over 100,000 square feet of antiques 
Excellent lodging and distinctive eateries 
Nostalgic bed & breakfast inns 
Dwight D. Eisenhower birthplace 
Winery & wine tastings 


ARTS 

Six art galleries, open Wed. - Sat. 

Six artists' studios, by appointment only 
Four international artists 
Main Street Country Showcase 
Texoma Fine Art Tour. Nov. 1 7 

Denison Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
and Denison Arts Council 

313 W. Woodard St. 

Denison, TX 75020 
(903)465-1551 
denisoncoc <S> texoma. net 
www.denisontexas.com 



Visit Okmulgee 
and Discover: 

Festival of Lights Parade 
December 1 

Sparkle Shopping Spree Giveaway 
December 22 

Okmulgee& Dripping Springs State Parks 
(minutes from downtown) 

Variety of Gift Shops in 
our Historic Downtown 

Creek Council House Museum 
OSU-Okmulgee 


Holiday Spirit Everyday! 

Discover Okmulgee, a community filled with holiday cheer throughout the year! Not 
only does Okmulgee sparkle during the Christmas season with enchanting lights, great 
shopping, and holiday decor.. .we offer Norman Rockwell-style getaways 12 months out 
of the year. 

(918) 756-6172 or (800) 355-5552 
Web address: w ww.tourokmulgec.com 
PO. Box 609, 1 1 2 North Morton, Okmulgee, OK 74447 


Discover 

OKmulgee 





OKLAHOMA»NEW MEXICO 



CiaoY’all! 

Since 1925, Pete's Place of 
Krebs — Oklahoma's Little Italy— 
has delighted diners with fresh, fam- 
ily-style Italian Cuisine served in un- 
selfish portions. Come see why 
Pete's Place has been an Ok lahoma 
landmark for three generations. 

* Mierobrewery 
* Perfect for tour groups 
* Banquet facilities for up to 250 



Open M-Sat 4pm * Sunday Noon 
(918) 423-2042 * Fax (918} 423-7859 



L/wV. 0Vl_ t/T'-vcp 


flit the mountains of Southern New 
/Wkfy ^Mexico, there’s always time... time to 

t \ ei W sEtm ning vistas and crisp mountain air. Time for 
l^t J | world class skiing and snowboarding, golf, shopping, 
wLJ^' J casinos, fine dining, l heater, galleries, museums and special 
/ eventlk h 7 s a place where the aspen leaves turn to gold each 
i/ autumn,., where the joy of first tracks in fresh powder is just 
minutes a way.., where the legend of the old West's most famous 
outlaw lives onl Isn’t it time you discovered what you’ve been missing? 
It’s waiting for you in Ruidoso Right Now! 





The Wichita Mountains 4 Inset: Ph it brook Museum, Tuba 


(^yur treasures range from ancient mountains and miles of lakes 
to priceless art and artifacts, historic districts and vibrant cities. 

Free Oklahoma Travel Guide: 1 -800-652-6552 or travebk.com 






Send a Gourmet Slice of Oklahoma 

for the Holidays and Your Special Occasions 

Each of our Heritage Collection pies made with Grandma Bama's original 
recipe is carefully packaged to ensure its safe arrival anywhere in Ihe U.$, 

Order online or call toll-free 1-877-588-0995 
Remember the Recipe ~ www.8arnaPie.com 


The Largest Election of Indian Goods 
and Oklahoma Souvenin in Tuha 




2400 Frankoma Road 

Sapulpa, OK 74066 

(918) 224-5511 - (800) 331-3650 


Outlet store hours: 

9am - 5pm Mon thru Sat 
1pm - 5pm Sun 


visit us at www.frankoma*com 



THE MUSEUMS 
ATPUILBROOK 


tional Surprises 


2727 S Rockford Rd in TiiRa • r Tucs~-Sun ~ 9I3./4&53Q4 y 


iy of PiCiiic Rim Import Cor|* 





FLOWERS & GIFTS 


8751 N. 117th East Ave. • Suite J 
Owasso, Oklahoma 74055 
(918) 272-2283 



{/i/k 


(avium 


(/m 




Importers of Fine European Antiques 

f intimity \ inland | fingiaiu) \ H'ir/c.' t /k'lifiiiin \ Scal/amt I Canada \ I'm atr 

Ixicated at Junction M & 72 Hwy** Haskell, OK 
RO, IWx 1225, Haskell, OK 744T& 

9I8H82-3SM7 * wwvirvkaskellauut itm.com 
Auctions lie It! on Saturdays call or visit website lor more in I or mat ton 




Go a little 


this holiday seaso 


Family 
membership 
starts at $45 
per year 

A Tile at the new 
Penguin Exhibit 
engraved with your 
personal message 
$125 & up 


91 8-669-6600/www. tulsazoo.or 

Visit ZooLIGHTful...a holiday light safari 
December 12-23, 6:00-8:30 p.m. 



KOI 


Each O' u*xujue', a4Cther\tU> cultural 
exp re^iow — they perfect gtfd Available 
through' the Cherokee' Heritage/ Center. 


P.Q, Box 515 — Tahlcquah, OK 74-K>5 



Kerokee Heritage Center 

n 1 a-4 3(>-Ci(X)7 
Toll Free: 888-f)!)!M>tX)7 


v\ \uv .( ' h erokct* llcril agr.org 






Pair Up with a 
Bison this Year! 



Adopt -A -BiSOil fOT $ 40 * Your gift comes with a 
handsome adoption certificate featuring a color photo of 
your representative bison. You'll also receive a one-year 
subscription to our Prairie Thunder newsletter 

With your gift comes the pride of taking part in restoring 
the Tallgrass Prairie ecosystem right here in Oklahoma! 



Sdvfjig (hi! liisl Grtm Flare 


Oklahoma's Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 

For more wformalim, call: (918) 585-1117 
nr write: Adopt A Bi son program 

2727 E. 2 1 st Street, =102 
Tulsa. OK 74114 


Check our website: nature, org/involved/bison 


SECTION 

4343 


AISLE 

S, Memorial 


AREA 

Tulsa 


phone 

918 - 664*4447 




Your Ticket To Gifts, Souvenirs, 
Sportswear, Hats Galore, & Mare 



^kjginax; 


An Oklahoma; 
Holiday Tradition 


BRAUM’S® 

ORIGINAL 

Egg Nog 


It;i£ CREAM AND I3AIKV STORES 







Free Information 

Find out more about attractions, lodging, 
shopping, dining, and special events from 
Oklahoma Today advertisers. It’s easy! 


O 

Detach the postage-paid 
Reader Response Card 

G 

Circle the numbers that 
correspond with the 
advertisers you want to 
find out about 

O 

Drop the postage-paid 
card in the mail. 



1 AEP/FSO 

2 Amtrak 

3 Apple Cart Restaurant 

4 Bama Pie Kitchen 

5 Boll's and Bows, Blackwell 

6 Best We stern Towns man Inn 

7 Blackwell Chamber of Commerce 

8 Blue Star Gaming 

9 Boulevard of Lights, Lawton 

10 Braum's tee Cream & Dairy Store 
I S Challenger Wireless 
I 2 Cherokee Heritage Center 
! 3 Chesapeake Energy 
14 Chisholm Trail Museum 
I S Christmas at Rhema, Broken Arrow 
I 6 Christmas Extravaganza, Langley 
I 7 Christmas in the Park, Altus 

1 8 Christmas in the Park. Yukon 

19 Ch r i stm as Won derla nd . Betha ny 

20 Cimarron Circuit Opera Company 

2 1 Dry Lights. MtAl ester 

22 Clifton's Osage Prairie Gifts 

23 Coury Properties 

24 Country Sunshine Specialties 

25 Countryside Flowers & Gifts 

26 Crystal Christmas, Woodward 

27 Denison. TX Chamber 

28 Dillards 

29 Doubletree Hotel Downtown Tulsa 

30 Edmond CVB 

3 f Enid Main Street 

32 Enrique *s Mexican Restaurant 

33 Eskimo Joe's 

34 FantasyJand of Lights, Bartlesville 

35 Fayetteville, ARToursim 

36 Festival of Angels, Ponca City 

37 Festival of Lights Parade, Okmulgee 

38 Field's Pies 

39 First Class Limousine 

40 Flanigan's Costumes 

4 I Flavors Restaurant 


42 Forget-me-not Gift Baskets 

43 Frankoma Pottery 

44 Friends of the Mansion 

45 Frontier Country Marketing 

Association 

46 Garden of Lights, Muskogee 

47 The Gift Shoppe 

48 Gov, A J. Seays tnnaugraf Ball 

49 Green Country Marketing 

Association 

50 Hammett House Restaurant 
5 I Haskell Antique Auction 

52 Head Country Bar B Q 

53 Head Country Food Products 

54 Holiday Lights in Central Park, 

Broken Arrow 

55 Holiday Lights Spectacular, 

Midwest City 

56 International Pro Rodeo Assn. 

57 Jacobson House Museum 

58 Jasmine Moran Children s Museum 

59 java Daves Coffee 

60 Kaw Lake Association 

6 1 Kaw Lake Eagle Watch 

62 Keepsake Candles 

63 Kingfisher in Lights 

64 Landgraf Farms 

65 Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of 

Commerce 

66 Lexington Hotel Suites 

67 Lights at the Lake. Grove 

68 Ligh ts on Texom a, K ingston 

69 Lyon's Indian Store 

70 Maridee's Country Kitchen Cakes 

7 1 Myriad Gardens 

72 Nature Conservacy 

73 Natures Gifts by Hess 

74 Norman CVB 

75 No rm an Ga 1 1 er y A sso ci ation 

76 Northern Oklahoma College 

77 Northwest Inn 


78 OG&E 

79 Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 

80 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 

8 I Oklahoma Emu Association 

82 Oklahoma Peanuts 

83 Oklahoma Pork Council 

84 Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation 

Department 

85 Oklahoma Natural Gas 

86 Oklahoma Transportation Authority 

87 Okmulgee Main Street 

88 Pepper Creek Farms 

89 Pete s Place Restaurant 

90 Phitbrook Museum 

9 I Pone a City Ton ri sm 

92 Pone an Theatre 

93 Ralph's Packing Company 

94 Red Carpet Country Association 

95 Red Dirt Soap Company 

96 Reynolds Ford 

97 Route 66 Christmas, Miami 

98 Roxanna Guest House BAB 

99 Rusty Barrell Supper Club 

1 00 Scott Farms 

101 Shawnee CVB 

1 02 Shreveporc/Bosier City, LA CVB 

103 Sooner Theatre 

104 Stillwater CVB 

105 Sunbelt Sports Sales 

1 06 Territorial Christmas. Guthrie 

107 Texoma Peanut Inn 

108 The Village at Ruidoso, NM 

1 09 Tree Fest at Omniplex, OKC 
I I 0 Trueblood's Old Town Cafe 

I I I Tulsa Zoo 
l 12 UCCV Broadway Tonight 
I I 3 University of Oklahoma Press 
I 1 4 Van's Pig Stand 
I I 5 Wa tonga Cheese 
I 1 6 Windsor Market 
I I 7 Winter smith Park Christmas 
Lighting, Ada 



Buif Made In Oklahoma 



feHeadfl IpHead - "Head 
Country lCount n j Co uHf 

I J 1 


Winning Tiiddcts 

Specialty foods made with the 
finest all-natural ingredients. 

1 (800) 528-8132 

'WkoUUiU 

weltoMl 

Saisa 
Relish 
Seasonings 


Head Counfry gift packs are flic best way to 
spice up your holiday gift giving. 

Give llie people on your gift list a Wbrid Champion 
Bar-B-Q Sauce and Championship Seasoning. (Call 
loll -free /or corporate gift pricing J 

Gf/t paths Include: j pint each Rt'gulai; Hitfemy Smoke 
anti Hot Bar-B-Q sauces plus a 6 oz> Battle of 
Championship Seasoning and recipes! 

Order online or call £oil-Jree 1 - 888 - 762-1227 


w H ead« 


Hoi Sauces 
Honey Mustard 
Savory Dip Mixes c"^> 
Organic Bread Mixes 


Pepper Jellies 


Head Country Food Products, Inc ■ PO.fiox 2324 * Ponca City, OK 74602 
(5801 762-1227 • (888) 762-1227 • Pm 1580) 765-8867 


'The. Qift of Qood Taste 


Established 1988 

Oklahoma's 

Ultimate 

Corporate and 
Personal 


-f The “Okie" Gourmet , 

’ V The Oklahoma Sampler 

•f' Cowboy Crub 
-f Oklahoma Sweet Stuff 

-f The Oklahoma Cheese Lover 


Browse and buy from our Web site 


Oklahoma (Select 


uy ' f 



ImmM 

>14 0?^ 














Th i/s Holiday Season! 





Backyard Bar-B-Q Kit 


■ More than 71 years 
*" of Bar-B-Q perfection 
V can be delivered right 
* to your front door! 


Kli contains: 

* 1 bottle Mild Sauce 

* 1 bottle Hot Sauce 

* 8 os. "Rib Rub" 


+ shipping and handling 
We can ship anywhere/ 


To place your order, call: 
Local: (405) 275-3141 
Toll free: (800) 319-7624 


Qood £ati — — Qood 
Qood Meatb! 


Ralph’s Tasty Smoked Cheese * Bone-in Sugar Cured Hauls 
Smoked Sausage Products * Ralph’s Golden Nugget Ham 
Arkansas Style Hacou • Ralph's Smoked Turkey 
Ralph's Style Mini Ham Boneless "Pif* Hams Sugar Cured Bacon 


Nation 


Winning 


Hours: M-F: 7- 

iloipJn 

500 W. Freeman " Terkins, OK 74059 
(405) 547-2464 


a# as 


lor ^ Red Dirt 


SOAP COMPANY 


throng* 

Saturday- 

Visit our Soap Factory and Gift Shop 
on “Radar Hill” where you’ll find a delightful 
selection of natural soaps, milk bath, bath salts, 
shave soaps and other bath and body products. 

jCocated 2 miles West oj 'Bartlesville 
on Hwij. 60, jrom Hwy. 123. 

Mail order call: (318) 338-2276 
or toll free (866) 242-8732 
2001 Radar Hill Road • Bartlesville, OK 74003 
www.reddirtsoap.com 


Mode iit OhCofumut 


Baskets available for immediate snipping, 
(all for free brochure. Custom orders welcome 


Ceunbuj Suitftkuw Specuimed 


www.founirvsufiolt.com • oBD) 242-669S or (888) 7S6-2 S66 


Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 





Btitf Made l*t Oklahoma 



Gifts from 
Oklahoma’s Oldest 
Cheese Factory 


Gift Packs Available for immediate 
shipping or let us assemble a gift WWfHfK 
basket including other Made In * ■ iiUlUil 
Oklahoma Products available at our Oklahoma City shop * 
Phone orders welcome. Call for a brochure (405) 943-2707. 


Visit us at these locations: 

4303 N.W, 39th Expressway, Oklahoma City, 73112 
314 E, 2nd T Watonga, OK 73772 

Factory Shoppes at Branson, Mo., and Gainesville, "DC, Outlet Mail 


Yppw SmKc&fpr {jpurmei 
XH/ 'dteil' find Shelled Peanuts 


Plus, we offer honey glazed pecans, cashews 
and almonds. Whether it’s by the bag, by the 
box or in one of our beautiful gift baskets or 
tins, Texoma Peanut Inn offers “Only the 
Freshest — Only the Best” products. And 
remember, we ship all over the world. 

Madill, OK 73446 

FAX (580) 795-7693 


“Roasters of the 
World’s Finest Coffees 


(800) 725-7315 * WWW* javad a. vest: o ttc t 

Have you ever Thought about owning your own cni 
retail gourmet store? Now you card Call Mike I 
Herman for information about this exciting (ranch)! 
with the JAVA DAVE’S COPE EE SYSTEM! 

Ever wanted to experience the same great coffees* re 
cappuccinos you get in a Java Daves Coffee House 
you can! Simply call one of our available operators tc 
725-731 5 or use our convenient, secure site and Fill 
can with (he same great products you get at a Java 


Field’s ’’World’s Best” Pecan Pie originated in Pauls Valley 
when two brothers persuaded their wives to cook pastries for 
their restaurant customers. The same recipes Mrs, Hazel Field 
used in 1925 are followed today* A pure and natural dessert 
with no preservatives or additives, it's available in the frozen 
food section of your favorite grocery store. 

MAIL ORDER AVA1LAB LE P.O. Box 7* Pauls Valley, OK 71075 

0-inch, 2 th, pie - $21.95 \ ; 1405} 238-7381 ■ (8001 286-7501 

Shipped in a reusable tin '' FAX {405} 238-5075 

Incl. UPS delivery in USA E-mail: fietds@fieldspies*com 

www. fieldspies .com 


Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 




Tit ia Holiday Season! 



life just got getter 


Serving a growing industry since 1991 
Meeting the challenge to create 
a healthier way of life . . . 


100% All-Natural Emu Products 
Heart-Healthy Red Meat Sc Pure Emu Oil 
Equine & Pet Care Products 
Therapeutic Products Sc Dietary Supplements 
Exquisite Leather Products & Crafts 


To become a member or to find a 
representative nearest you, contact the OEA 
president at (405) 737-3982 or e-mail: 
emucook@mmcable.com 


OKI a in 11 A 


The 2001 peanut crop is here and when you order; we 
roast. If they’re not fresh, they're not ours. We roast, 
hand-pack, personalize and ship or deliver your choices 
from the heart of Peanut Country — Binger, Okla, 

TRY THEM ALL: 

Hot-n-Sp/cy, Hot-n-5weet, Honey Roasted, 

Trail Mix, Redskin, After Five Cocktail , 

Peanut Butter and gifts of alt sizes , 

GIVE A SPECIAL GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS, 

For a brochure or answers to your questions, please call us at 


RO. BOX 163 • BINGER, OK 73009 
Also , ideal for company Christmas gifts . 
f e will do a show - n-tell at your convenience. 


l|our cfioiee of an Ottafioma 
or dfofidatj Box and contents — 
witfi shipping anywfiere 
In tfie contiguous ll.S. 

Jor one towbfice oj $29.50! 

idle Dncce Border Seasoning 

flavors) ^ ■§ * Christmas 


qOUNTRY KITCHEN 
CAKES . 


* Tortilla 


ELMORE CITY, OKLAHOMA 
1 - 800 - 798-7730 

www.marideescakes.com 

Shop for Made In Oklahoma products on-line at www.madeinoklahoma.net 


Call (800) 482-1950 to order; or for other 
gift ideas or Scott Farms products, 
see our Web site at www.seottfarms.net 







FRONTIER COUNTRY 


SEMINOLE • STILLWATER 
SHAWNEE • OKLAHOMA CITY 



It's not like any museum I've 
ever seen! We c^n touch 
and play and imagine life 3n 
a child-size town! Come and 
experience it for yourself] 


Jasmine Ploran^J 

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 

Seminole. Oklahoma * 1-800 359 KIDS 


. , .where children play to learn 
& adults learn to play. 


1714 Hifibway 9 W 
1 405 J 382-0950 


Hours open: 

Tues. ■ Sat. 10am ■ 5pm 
Sunday 1pm • 5nm 



T"vi ■ ii . 1 1"' 1 CiujJ k 




For complete information on 
Frontier Country 
events, attractions and 
destinations, or for a 
FREE copy of the 
2001 Frontier 
Country Vacation 
Guide, call our 
Tourist Infoline at 

(800) 386-6552 

or visit our website at 


www*oktourism.com 




Explore Your Routes 


» 


■ 



32nd Annual 


January 17-20, 2002 
State Fair Arena - OKC 
$350,000 Total Payoff 
Five Big Performances 
World Championships 
In Seven Great Events 
Tickets On Sale Now! 

(405) 948-6800 



www.iprarodeo.com 



CS-KtCMO SP© 

Puts Smiles on Faces 
this fall with 
Finally Friday Shirts 
and Flannel Pants! 



Coll for Stillwater 
free Visitor's Guide 
800-991 6717 



Order yours today! 
800-256-JOES 
www.eskimojoes.com 





0G*E Garden lights 


Myriad Botanical Gardetu 
lhank&$lving Newyearb Day 
Oklahoma City, OK 
405 2973995 


Downtown Shawnee Christmas_Parade 




am itHM . 9 

Dec. 6, 2001 - 6:30 p.m. — 


"Miracle on Main Street"- One of the largest nighttime 
parades in the State of Oklahoma. Over 150 parade 
entries turn Shawnee into a Christmas Wonderland. 

♦ Nov, 1718 - Garland Art's fit Craft Show, 

Expo Center 

♦ Dec 4-9 - Antique Ornament Show, 

Santa Fe Depot 

1-888-404-9633 ♦ www.visitshawnee.com 



Celebrate the Season With Beautiful 




Gifts celebrating the rich heritage 
and beauty of Oklahoma 

Whether you're a native, a transplanted 
Oklahoman, or a collector, you’ll find a wonderful 
selection of gil t items commemorating the great 
State uf Oklahoma at one of three locations: 

Oklahoma Governor's Mansion Gift Store 

Holiday Open House 
December 8 & 15. 1 1 am io 5 pm 

Slate Capital Kiosk 

Monday ihrough Thursday. 9 am to 3 pm 

Visit our Website: wo w.O kmansion.com 

or for more information call (405) 557-01 58 today! 


Oklahoma Treasures is a project of Friends of the Mansion. Inc, 
a not for profit organization dedicated to the continued restoration 
and preservation of the Oklahoma Governor's mansion and grounds. 










NORMAN 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 
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Tribes Gallery j* 

FL ‘ “ 


MAINSITE 

CONTEMPORARY ART 




EJlPtt 


Jtcobion HotiM 


ilUJMItH ENCOMPASS 

Wn t ^INTERIORS 

Ij^T^Vjrv, ^TU«.»9IGN-ACC£NT9 

THE 


ART GALLERY 


SOimtERN PLAINS GALLERY 

106 L MAIN • (MS) 329-1900 

MAINSm CONTEMPORARY ART 

120/122 E. MAIN • ( 405 ) 292-8095 

SHEVAUN WILLIAMS STUDIO 

221 E. MAIN* ( 405)3296455 

TRIBES GALLERY 

307 L MAIN • (405) 3294442 

L THE CRUCIBLE GALLERY 

110 L T 0 NHAWA • ( 405 ) 575-2700 

FIREHOUSE ART CENTER 

M4S. FLOOD* (405) 3294523 

JACOBSON HOUSE 

809 CHMJIMJQUA* (405) 366-1667 


4 

4 

4 


CRUCIBLE FRED JONES JR. 

GALLERY " «o e. boyd • ( 4 «) 3&3Z72 


Fred Jones Jr. 
Museum of Art 


jjri ENCOMPASS INTERIORS 

224 L MAIN • ( 405 ) 366-1395 
For more information, 
please cal (405) 32MS3 


the, night. . . 

Dhif 

8 vZ&jg the^ day away 

Save on food St enter 


"***8 ' * 

Tl “• 

Ns 




on food St entertainment. 


Call 1.800.513.3780 for details 

or visit us on the web at 

www.visitnorman.com 



HOLIDAY ART WALK, DECEMBER 7, 6-9 PM | 4ua>irer bug ago 's net far cuvty 


Have a*« fMcltanfiHg 

Holiday AdvciifMre . 1 

The 20th Annual “Christmas Fantasy" features 
these colorful classic operas: 

HattAel and G ret el 

Nov. 30. 8pm • Dec. 1 , 2pm 

Amaltl and the Night Visitor* 

Dec. 1, 8pm • Dec. 2, 2pm 
Plus traditional and classic holiday music performed by 

the Cimarron Circuit Opera Company 

at the Sooner Theatre 

Call CCOC for 

reservations yf " % 

and ticket prices. 

(405)364-8962 aiYX ,tlf - I 





celebrate two 

Holidays m 2002 

New Years Eve (after midnight) 
Norman Mardi Gras Parade, Feb. 9 

FLANIGANS 
COSTUMES 

213 West Main 
405 - 329-5108 
Downtown Norman 



The ^ 

soonerI 

THEATRE 

Norman. Oklahoma 


A Community 
Performing 
Art a Center / 


Amahl & The Night Visitors 
Cimanon Circuit Opera Company 
December 1 & 2 


Riders In The Sky 

Holiday Spectacular 
December 4 


Sooner 

Theatre 


Messiah 

Community Sing-Along 
December 9 


101 East Main 
In Downtown 
Norman, 
Oklahoma 
Call (405) 

321-8091 

for program 
information. 


Visions of Sugar Plums 
A Child’s Holiday Treasure 
December 15 & 16 


New Year's Eve Gala 

Sooner Theater Fund Raiser 
December 31 


JACOBSON HOUSE NATIVE ART CENTER PRESENTS 

A Scandinavian Cultural Exhibit 

with works by 

Birger Sandzen ( 1871 - 1954) 

Sandzen Exhibit Curated by Ryon C. Carey 



In the Heart of the Radon. Rtvkv W auntam minimal hui. Colorado 
On loan from rite pmasr ivUrtricm of Rum C. Cam. Cwtum. Komar 


Exhibit opens November 4th with a reception from one o'clock to 5 p.m. 
Hosted by the American Scandinavian Cultural Interest Group of Norman 
Exhibit concludes November 25th 


WEST 

A famihr 1/ Sonia. 

A wxU .if poMihibne 


OII4NOM4 




Jacob ton Foundation 


/yf Viking Motors 
A specializing 
in Volvo 


609 Chautauquah • Norman. Oklahoma • (405) 366-1667 

Oklahoma 2007 Centennial Celebration Site 










GREEN COUNTRY 


TULSA * CLAREMORE 
BARTLESVILLE • BROKEN ARROW 




UliXUli W'B 

vors 


Flavors... the fines! 
dining expefience 
isn Tuba. 

The freshes! ingredients, 
prepared with unique 
combinations of tastes, 
textures and ammo, 
moke dining with 
us a mast 
"Flavorfur event. 



6104 East 71st Street 

TULSA 

(918)492-7767 



)KLAHOWA 


1 he closer 
you get to 
Green 
Country, 

The closer you 
yet to getting 
hm away. 



With nearly 3(1 years of fine- 
dining excellence. Hammett 
House is a family-oriented, 
made-from-scratch restaurant 
where no reservations are nec- 
essary. Enjoy these favorites: 

Pumper-fried Chicken 
Country-fried Steaks 
Lamb & Turkey Fries 
14 Varieties o f Fresh-baked Pies 


*r — 

Hammen 

KtHMiam 
Ih 4 

|f>16 W. Wsu Rooms Bivix. 
Clmkemoke, UK 74017 
(9 IK) 341-7333 




$59.00 room rate 
plus tax for Friday 
or Saturday night 


616 W. 7 th STREET 
TULSA, OK 74127 
(9E8) 587 8000 


Relax ai the hotel and 
plan your shopping 
with the aide of a 
Double free shopping 
survival hit — a. map, 
a map of three major 
mails , a $5 gas 
coupon, bottled water, 
and the famous 
Doubletree cookies ♦ 


ixxihuetree hotel 


Doublet ree 
Hotel 



HOLIDAY OPtN 
HOUSt NOV J (M 


Keepsake' Candles 

For A 
Jolly Hoi 
Christina 


1-888-636-0351 
w ww. keepsakecandlesxotn 
Route 3, Box 8970 * Bartlesvi] 


Stay One Night and Get 
The Second Night FREE* 

at the 

LEXINGTON® 

You Get Everything 
{jjidbdt the Kitchen Sink 




Lexington® 

HOTEL SUITES 


8525 East 4 1 Street -Tuka* OK 
918-627-0030 

Jfo me Aut-ay Jtame 

-Sdbpci cu> AniUtulsy VM Thn»^+ 1 1/3Q/Q1 







KINGFISHER • G U Y MO N 
WOODWARD 


RED CARPET COUNTRY 


Northwest 

IIWIW 

/ 


AAA- APPROVED 
Non-Smoking Rooms 
INDOOR POOL 
Game Room 

HBO & In-Room Movies 
Restaurant & lounge 

Complimentary 
Coffee & Newspaper 

DELIVERED TO YOUR 

DOOR D aily 


NORTHWEST INN 

llwy. 270 and First Street 

PAL BuX MMJtl 

woodward, ok 73902 
{580) 256-7600 

For Reservations Only Gath 
800-727-7606 



Rodeos • Festivals • Fishing 
Hunting • Historic Sites 
(jamping • Museums 


0K1AH0MA 


Drawer B, Alva, OK 73717 

( 800 ) 447-2698 

www. redca r]ie tc< *un trv.coi » 



BEST WESTERN 
TOWNSMAN INN 

Guymon *s Finest Lodging 

Outdoor/Indoor Pool * Spa 
Fitness Center * Jacuzzi Suites 
Extended Slay Suites 
Meeting Room/Reumon Center 
Free Continental Breakfast 
Kids under 1 2 stay free 
In Room Coffee 
Business Rooms 


Serving die 
Oh ff i homa Put \ 1 1 andic 
Guymon Reservations 
(800) 245 0135 
best weste r r , ami/to w n snian m 1 1 
Jet. llwy 5. t;S 54, 412 ^ 1 
Guymon, Oklahoma 7.1942 



OKLAHOMA 





223 W. Main Kingfisher, OK 73750 
www. raxann^u esihoase.com 
(405) 375-5818 

Call today to reserve, 

YOL K HOLIDAY GET-A-WAY! 

We also offer: Oner- fright stays 
Whole-house weekend re! rents 
Business lunch meetings 
Bridal sbott'ers * Meals and catering 


Nor. 21 thru, Dec. 31, 2001- Ni^hdy 6-11 p.M,. 

i 

"■KINGFISHER IN LlQiijg** 


ftU 5 I'll 


Free Admission 
& Miniature Train Ride 
Over 50 Displays 
0 * Over t Million Light; 

4 ? Spectacular Swinging Bridge 
Drive-through Animated Displays 



uend a portrayal of the Inaugural Ball of 
Oklahoma second territorial governor, 
A-J* Seay, February 16, 2002, at 7:00 p*m. 

Kingfisher County Fairgrounds 
Kingfisher, OK * (-405) 375-5176 
All proceeds go towards ihc restoration and 
preservation of the Seay Mansion, built in ]• 

§ JlL'ki'te $ 10.00 each 

lime-period Clothing Welcome 
^ Dancing and Refreshment,* 

Sponsored by the Seay Mansion Society 




Chisholm Trail Museum 

Kingfisher, OK 

Located on the famous© trail. 

The museum offers the history of: 

Jesse Chisholm 
Trade routes & cattle trails 
Barbed wire & arrowhead collection 
Pioneer village 

605 Zellers Ave. * Kingfisher, OK 73750 
{ 405 ) 375-5 1 76 * reneem@ok-historyTnus.Dk.LLS 



for more information: (405) 375^4650 / wwwMmgfishenntights.com 










PONCA CITY 


* vism* 

r 


■^GSftS&dpPe 

PONCA CITY, OK 


10,000 square feet of 
unusual gift items in 
every-day price ranges 

Collectibles 
Candles 
Kitchenware 
Foods & Coffees 
Tea Room 
Homemade Fudge 
Year-round Christmas Room 

20 years in business with good 
old-fashioned service 

301-307 E. Grand 
(800)546-1895 

www.poncacity.net/ vmmair 



For more information contact: 

PONCA CITY TOURISM 

,/ , , P.O.Box 1450* Ponca City, 0K 74602 OWAHUM 

1 -800-475-4400 or (580) 763-8092 
....o...... www.poncacitytourism.com ‘ 



Angel Central gift shop 

Nov2I Dcc 30: 

. Festival of Angels 

A Nov. 23: 

Downtown Christmas tree lighting 

Dec. 1: Histohcalhome tour 
Dec. I: Christmas gala 

Dec 2 Dec 30: 

Christmas tree collage, Art Center 

Dec. 7: 

Downtown Christmas parade 

Dec. 7: 

Michael Martin Murphy 
Poncan Theatre 

Dec. 22: 

Ponca City Hometown Christmas 



Restaurant 
& Catering 


Your Place 
or Ours? 


762-6742 • 200 N. 2nd 
Downtown Ponca City 

Lunch Tuesday-Friday 11-2 
Dinner luesday-Saturday 5-10 

Reservations reccommended. not required 


NIGHTLY SPECIALS 

Including... 

PRIME RIB TUESDAY 


Banquet Facilities Available 


t The Poncan Theatre 

104 East Grand, Ponca City, OK 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

It’s a Wonderful Life (film) Nov. 30-Dec. 6, 2001 

Bravo Brass Dec. 3, 2001 

Michael Martin Murphey Cowboy Christmas Dec. 7, 2001 
The Kingston Trio April 12, 2002 

Box Office (580) 765-0943 • 1pm to 5pm, Mon. - Fri. 

www.poncantheatre.org 



flestiW jT^3 

Ponca City's 
Holiday Lighting 
Celebration 

Nov. 21- Dec. 50, 6-10 p.m. 
Come see the 26 new 
displays for 200 1 

Tour group* welcome 
Step-on guide.* available 

-Visit ANGEL CENTRAL - 
14 th & Hartford, Ponca Plaza 

The festival information center 
and gift shop are open Mon. - Sat. 
from 10:00 a m to 6:00 p.m. 

For more information contact. 

PONCA CITY TOURISM 

(580) 763-8092 or (800)475-4440 


RUSTY BARRELL SUPPER CLUB 

A well-hidden speakeasy specializing In 
open-charcoal grilled steaks, pork chops, 
chicken and swordfish. Our salad bar is 
known as the best in town and people 
nationwide have enjoyed our cuisine. 
(Note: Alter ringing the bell, tell 'em Joe sent you.) 

HOI RS: Lunch: Monday through Friday 1 1 a m. - 2 p.m. 

Dinner: Monday through Saturday 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

\round the corner and down the alle> I rum \ngels Central 
2005 V Fourteenth. Ponca Clly in the Ponca Plaza 
(580) 765-0689 Mww.ruNtybarrell.com 



AuThENTic Homemade Mexican Food 

« * , f « W I ' 


We have the Best! 


DINE C WATCH THE PLANES 
Mon. -Fri.: ii a m. to 2 p.m. 

and 4:30 to 8 p.m. 

(Open until 9:00 p.m. on Fridays) 

Sat: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Lunch specials Monday through Friday 

Ponca City Municipal Airport • (580) 762-5507 





BLACKWELL • KAW CITY 
PAWHUSKA • PONCA CITY • TONKAWA 


KAW LAKE 



Centennial 

Tonkawa, 0% 


"Northern Oklahoma 
College Offers "More 
Than go Degree ’Programs 
Leading To An Associate 
Of Arts, Science or 
Applied Science Degree. 

Celebrating 100 years 

fgSo) 628-6200 




Loca ted in . Pa wh u s lu , 
OklahomA - the 
gateway citato the 
la I [grass Prairie Preserve, 

Authentic Indian Items 
Art Originals & Prints 
Souvenirs 
T-shirts 

Pendleton Blankets 
Moccasins 
Buffalo Souvenirs 

u8 E. Main 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
( 918 ] 187-3737 



Saturday for Nn I 


ILtr-R-Q. We offer si wide of tenderly nmnked 

BardVQ with an award-wiiiiiing santA? 
mm available throughout Oklahoma. 

fltHtw - «,m, - S;OQ p.tn. daily, ^ ^ 


Hth 6 Prospcci - Ponca Oiy - (580) 767-830 "I 


CIRCLE UP AROUND OUR CAMPFIRE! 

. MST. 





Eagle Watch at Kaw Lake 


Saturday, January 19, 2002 
For information call 

(580) 762-9494 
or 1-877-671-6985 

E-mail: kawiake@kskc.net 
www.kawlake.com 




BLACKWELL- A & 

C/tftiAtrmA Stop, on, f-351 

Don’t miss die Christmas Memories with 90 animated 
^ diameters! 'Hi is is the largest indoor animated Christmas , 
display in Oklahoma, Tours will be given every Sunday * 
in December, Christmas live, and by appointment, 

Dccrmbcr l-3li Self and liows Lighting Display 
^ Shop Blackwell’s Unique Shops and Antique Malls 
December 15: Christinas Parade 

Three Hoteli;: 



N£j 


DAYS INN * 

(800)228-5150 (800) 329-7466 (800)800-8000 

For move in fori nation, contact 
the Blackwell Chamber of Commerce <580) 363-4195 
or email us at diiunbcr<lkskr,net 
www.blackwdldiainbcr.fjfg 

$ • » • 

m &■ ' ’ ~ ' & % 






Mexican/American Cuisine 
Kaw City, Oklahoma 

580 - 269-2202 

Opens at 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday thru Sunday 
Closed Monday & Tuesday 



^ G *Aff 

yN AND CASINO vb 


Enjoy gaming machines 11 a m. to midnight daily. 
Come see our newly remodeled blackjack room, 
open 2 pm to 2 a.m. daily. 

Bingo sessions: Wed, - Fix 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm 
and Sat. & Sun, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 


5 Vi mites south of Ponca City on Hwy. 177 • 58 Q- 765 -W 4 Q (Blackjack room 580 755 - 432 ?! 













"Enid Lights Up The Plains* Features Carriage Rides. Santa Claus, Entertainment and Special Shopping Incentives! 


f 

9 


Grand Lighting Ceremony With 
Fireworks finale! 

Friday, November 23, 2000 • 5:30 - 7:00pm 
Downtown Square • Enid, Oklahoma 


Enid Area Holiday Events Calendar 2001 


Sunday November 18 

Enid Florists Open House 

1:00-5:00 pm 

234-1252, 233-0803 

Friday November 23 

Downtown Opening Ceremony & Fireworks 

5:30pm 

234-IOS2 

Nov. 30, Dec, I&2 

Enid Symphony Orchestra & Symphonic Choir 

7:00pm 

237-9646 

Nov. 29, Dec. 6.13 & 20 

Downtown Entertainment and Carriage Rides 

5:00pm 

234-1052 

Saturday December 1 

March of Dimes ‘Breakfast with Santa" 

8:30-l2:30am 

242-4631 

December (Dates TBA) 

Oakwood Christian Church "Living Christmas Tree" 

7.00pm, 3:00pm 

233-1225 

Sunday December 2 

YWCA ' Caravan of Homes ' 

1:00pm - 5:00pm 

234-7581 

December 2.9 & 16 

Leonardo's Diseovey Warehouse"Santa Sunday’s" 

2:00pm - 5:00pm 

2 33-2787 

Sunday December 2 

Central Christian Church "Hanging of the Greens" 

7:00pm 

233-1214 

Sunday. December 9 

Humphrey Heritage Village 'A Prairie Christmas" 

2:00-5 :00pm 

237-1907 

December 7,8,9 J0. E1&C2 

Emmanuel Baptist Church "Christmas Pageant" 

7:30pm 

237-0602 

Sunday December 9 

Emmanuel Baptist Church "Christmas Pageant" 

3:00pni 

237-0602 

December I4JS&I6 

First Church of the Nazarene "live Nativity" 

6:30pm -9:00pm 

234-4781 

Sunday December 16 
Monday, December 31 

First United Methodist Church " Christmas Cantata 
Central Christian Church "New Year's in Rio" 

6:00pm -9:00pm 

237-2041 

233-1214 


Visitors 
■ 


Enid Lights Up Tfw Plains & a project of Main Street Enid ami Is funded in pan to Uicse generous sponsors: Wesiem Enlerpflwj, Enid News* & Eiyjfe. 
Chisholm TraU Broadening {KNID, KXLS. KCRC and KMKZ1, Messer Sowers Insurance. OG&E EJeeuiett Services, Thtlsted Electric, Security Naiiorul 
Bank, Humphrey Abstract Comparry. People first Pank Enid Branch, For More Informal ion cull 580 234-1052 


For more information about listed events, pr to receive a 
complete schedule of Enftfe Holiday Events, 
call Main Street Enid. Inc. {580)234-1052 


Funding Provided By the enid Convention & VISITORS Bureau 


“Enid Lights Up The Plains’* is a |>ro|ect of Main Street Enid, Inc, 




★ Editors' Picks 


Citizens Center, (9 IS) 684-6310 

Nov 23,24 ABWA Arts & Crafts Show, Civic 
Center, (918) 682-2422 

Dec 1 ,2 Home Tour* Citywide, (918) 682-9357 
Dec 3 Messiah, St, Paul United Methodist 
Church, (918) 687-4445 


NORMAN 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Jacobson House 609 Chatauqua Ave, Nov 4-24: 
Scandinavian Cultural Exhibit. Dec 3-24: Ameri- 
can Indian Art & Artifact Show and Sale, (405) 
366-1667 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural His- 
tory 2401 Chatauqua Ave. Dec 1 0: Wood on 
the Wing, Dec 10-31 : Birds in Flight Exhibit, Dec 
13: Holiday Happenings. (405) 325-4712 

Tribes Gallery 307 E Main St. Nov 17- Dec 31: 
Spirit Winds Holiday Show, Dec 15; Native 
American Art Calendar Signing, (405) 329-4442 

★ Nov 17-Dec 31 Holiday Gift Gallery, 
Firehouse Arts Center, (405) 329-4523 


ON THE STAGE 

Catlett Music Center 500 W Boyd Nov 1 : Uni 

versify Choir & Chamber Choir Ensembles. Nov 
5: Faculty Woodwind Chamber Music, Nov 6; 
Jazz Ensemble. Nov 6: Robert Ashley— Music 
Composer. (405) 325-4101 
Sooner Theatre 1 01 E Main St, Nov 9: Marcia 
Ball, (405) 321 -8091 . Nov 29,30: Hansel S. 
Gretel, (405) 364-8962, Dec 1 ,2: Amahf & the 
Night Visitors, (405) 364-8962. Dec 4: Riders in 
the Sky. (405) 321-8091 . Dec 8: Messiah Sing- 
along, (405) 321-8091 . Dec 15,16: Vision of 
Sugar Rums. ( 405 ) 360-1831 
Nov 2,3 LEIisir d'Amore* Holmberg Mali, (405) 
325-7372 

Dec 9 Norman Choral Society Christmas 
Concert, St Michael's Episcopal Church. (405) 
799-3625 


SPECIAL EVENTS 

Nov 3*4,23,24*000 8 Creative Craft Show, 

Cleveland County Fairgrounds. (405) 360 4721 

Dec 1 -31 Winterfest Activities* Downtown, 
(405)360-1162 

★ Dec 7 Tree Lighting Ceremony, Andrews 
Park, (405) 366-5472 

Dec 9 Historical Home Tour & Victorian Tea* 

Historical Society, (405) 321 -01 56 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

Individual Artists of Oktahoma 811 N Broad- 
way. ★ Nov 10: Not So Silent Night. Nov 16- 
Dec 31 : Mike Evans Nov 16* Dec 31 : Rebecca 
Britey. (405) 232-6060 


DUNCAN 


ACROSS THE BOARD 

Stephens County Fairgrounds 1618 S 13th 
St, Nov 14-17: Fall Classic Nat’l Hog Show & 
Sale. Nov 23,24: Stephens County Rabbit 
Breeders Show, (580) 252-7381 , Nov 30-Dec 
1: Creative Grafters Show, (580) 255-0841 
Nov 18 Holiday Stroll* Downtown. (580) 
252-8696 


EDMOND 


ENID 


MUSKOGEE 


ACROSS THE BOARD 

Nov 1-30 Ken Carney Photographic Exhibit* 

Historical Society Museum, (405) 340-0078 

Nov 1-Dec 31 Exhibit of Murrah Building 
Art Collection, UCO, Chambers Library, 
(405) 974-2884 

Nov 9 Broadway Tonight Presents Love Let- 
ters with Tom Troupe 8 Betsy Palmer, 

Mitchell Hall, UCO, (405) 974-3375 

Nov 30-Dec 2 Dickens Christmas* Downtown, 
(405) 330-6407 

Dec 7-9 Living Christmas Pageant, Boys 
Ranch Town, (405) 341-3606 


ACROSS THE BOARD 

Nov 16,17 Arts & Crafts Fair* Kiwanis Senior 


ACROSS THE BOARD 

Chisholm Trail Expo Center 1 1 1 W Purdue. Nov 
4: Circus, Nov 8-10: ABRC Nat 1 1 Barrel Racing 
Championship. Nov 17: PBR Bull Riding. Nov 
22-25: World Junior Team Roping Champion- 
ships. (580) 237-0238 

Nov 2-10 Inherit the Wind, Gaslight Theatre, 
(580) 234-2307 

Nov 24 Santa’s Showcase Arts & Crafts 
Show* Cherokee Strip Conference Center, 
(580)237-7390 

★ Nov 30- Dec 2 Christmas at Symphony Halt* 

Symphony Center, (580) 237-9646 

Dec 15-31 Moving the Fire* Museum of the 
Cherokee Strip. (580) 237-1907 


LAWTON 


ACROSS THE BOARD 

Nov 24 Mount Scott Kiwanis 8K Turkey 
Trot, Wichita Mountain Estates, (580) 
529-5273 

Dec 7-22 The Homecoming, Community 
Theatre, (58Q) 355-1603 
Dec 9 Holiday Open House* Percussive 
Arts Society, (580) 353-1 455 


Best Bets 


Nov I -Dec 3 1 

Holidays abound 
statewide* with 
festivities in nearly 
every town. 
Contact the local 
chamber to see 
what's happening 
in your neck of the 
woods. 


Nov I 

Shift your tummy 
pr into full gear at the 
seventh annual 

M W. 

I Jenks Restaurant 
Crawl. An $8 
& ticket gets you 
grub at seventeen 
area restaurants. 
(918) 299-5005 


Nov 29-Dec 2 

Don't be a scrooge- 
say "bah humbug" to 
the holiday blues with 
Oklahoma Shakespeare 
in the Park's rendition 
of A Christmas Carol At 
Cafe Broadway in 
Edmond. (405) 
340-1222 


1 Nov 10-Dec 16 

\ Revisit the tale of Clara and 
her treasured toy as the 
ballet The Nutcracker takes 
the stage around the state. 
Performances are being held in 
towns like Duncan, Lawton* 
Tulsa, and Muskogee, Look 
t \ into a show near you. 


Dec 1*2 

Come view 
residential 

architecture at jv 
the twenty- // * 
fourth annual fiesta // 
Park historic home II 
tour near downtown Vt 
Oklahoma City. Six 
beautiful homes are X 
featured* Admission is $8, 
(405) 525-2059 




Turn to Page 

Oklahoma- born singing great Patti Page is 
coming home. On December 7 and 8, Page 
will join the Tulsa Philharmonic for “Home 
for the Holidays," part of the Williams 
2001-02 Pops series. 

Page, a native of C la remote, began 
singing professionally at KTUL radio station 
in Tulsa and took weekend gigs on the side. 
In 1946, she made her way to Chicago, 
landing guest spots on a popular radio show 
and scoring a recording contract with 
Mercury Records, Her first hit "Confess," 
came the next year and stayed on the charts 
for twelve weeks. "With My Eyes Wide 
Open (fm Dreaming)" became her first 
million-selling record in 1950. Later that 
year, "Tennessee Waltz" sat at number one 
for thirty weeks, eventually becoming one of 
the best-selling singles of all time. 

With 1 1 1 qualifiable hits, Page brings her 
timeless talent and experience to the Tulsa 
stage. The Gram my- winning legend has 
proven her ability to succeed as a recording 
artist and has survived the wave of trends 
for the last fifty years. She is best known for 
bringing country music to the masses as the 
first major crossover artist. 

Still recording and touring, Page has 
collaborated in recent years with artists like 
Trisha Yearwood, Emmylou Harris* and 
Alison Krauss. Expect Page's visit to Tulsa 
to include her famous melodies and holiday 
season classics, 

— Ryan Marie Mendenhall 

Tickets for "Home for the Holidays” range 
from $15 to $65 ond ore available at the fu/sa 
Philharmonic Ticket Office, (9 IS) 74 7-7445, or 
the Tulsa Performing Art s Center's box office, 
(918) 596-71 1 f. tulsaphilharmonicorg. 



Nat’l Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum 

1700 ME 63rd St. Nov 1-Dec 2: Traditional 
Cowboy Arts Association Exhibition & Sale. 
Nov 1 -Dec 31 : The Brotherhood of Man- 
Tom Ryan & the Cowboys of the 6666 Ranch. 
Nov 1 -Dec 3 1 : Jerome Tiger— Native Son, 
Dec 3; Horseshoes & Holly Christmas Sale. 
Dec 13: A Night Before Christmas. Dec 14: 
Michael Martin Murphey's Cowboy Christmas 
Ball. (405) 478-2250 

Orrmiplex 2100 NE 52nd St. Nov 23-Dec 31 
Star of Wonder, Nov 23- Dec 31 : Treefest, 
(405) 602-6664 

Nov 29-Dec 31 Bridges — New Works by 
Brandon Reese & Michael Wifle, City Arts 
Center, (405) 951-000 

ON THE STAGE 

City Arts Center Children’s Theater 3000 
Pershing Blvd. Nov 29-Dec 21 : Bah Hum 
Bug. ★ Dec 5-9 Babe the Sheep Pig at Stage 
Center. (405) 951-0011 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker Ave, 
Nov 2,3: Pops Presents Ray Charles, (405) 
232-7575. Nov 10: Philharmonics Presents 
Showing Off, (405) 232-7575, Nov 13-13: The 
Buddy Holly Story, (405) 297-2584. Dec 6-8: 
Pops Presents Yuletide Magic, (405) 232- 
7575. Dec 26-30: A Tuna Christmas. (405) 
297-2584 

Nov 1-3,4 Mirandolina, Oklahoma City Uni- 
versity, (405) 521-5121 

Nov 3 Kate Campbell, Blue Door, (405) 524- 
0738 

Nov 7-11 The Lion in Winter* Carpenter 
Square Theatre, (405) 232-6500 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Myriad Convention Center Dec 1,2: African 
Expo, (405) 521-0353, Dec 28,29; Ail-College 
Basketball Tournament, (405) 236-5000 

Nov 23-Dec 31 Garden of Lights, Myriad Bo- 
tanical Gardens, (405) 297-3995 

Dec 1*2 Train Show, State Fair Park. (405) 
842-4846 

Dec 8 Cowboy Christmas, Stockyards City, 
(405) 235-7267 

Dec 8,15 Open House, Governor's Mansion, 
(405) 521-2342 

Dec 31 Opening Night, Downtown. (405) 
270-4848 

RODEO & HORSE EVENTS 

State Fair Arena Nov 23-Dec 1 : NRHA Fulunty S 
Championship Show, Dec 4-8: World Barrel 
Racing Futurity. (405) 948-6704 

PONCA CITY 

ACROSS THE BOARD 

Nov 2- Dec 29 Angel Central* Ponca Plaza, (580) 
765-2093 


Nov 21 -Dec 30 Festival of Angels, Gitywide, 
(580) 762- 2273 

Nov 22 Pioneer Woman Run* Pioneer Woman 
Statue, (580) 765-7855 

★ Dec 1 Christmas Gala, Marland Mansion, 
(580) 767-0420 

Dec 2-30 Christmas Tree Collage Exhibit, Art 

Center, (580) 765-9746 

TULSA 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Gi (crease Museum Nov 2- Dec 2: American Art 
in Miniature. Dec 15-31: The Poetry of 
Place — Works on Paper by Thomas Moran. 
(918) 596-2700 

Nov 1 -4 The Gilded Age, Philbrook Museum of 
Art, (916) 748-5320 

ON THE STAGE 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd St. 

★ Nov 17: Otherwise Known as Sheila the 
Great, Nov 19: New Zealand — An Outdoor Ad- 
venture. Dec 2: Chanticleer. (918) 596-7122 

Nov 9-1 1 Shades of Three Worlds* Tulsa Bal- 
let. (918) 749-6006 

Nov 30, Dec 1 Christmas Special with Larry 
Dalton & Special Guest, Tulsa Community 
College. (918)595-7777 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Expo Square Nov 2-4: Arts & Crafts Fall Festi- 
val. (918)743-4311. Nov 16-18: Holiday Mart, 
(918) 744-1 1 13. Nov 23-25: American Bicycle 
Association Grand Nationals, Fairgrounds, 
(918) 744-1113 

Dec 1 Carols and Crumpets, Tulsa Garden 
Center, (918) 746-5133 

OUT AND ABOUT 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Cherokee Heritage Center Tahlequah Nov 
1 0: Cherokee Beadwork Class. Nov 1 1 ; The 
Trail of Tears — A Historical Overview Dec 8: 
Deer Hide Tanning Class. Dec 10: Civil War 
Exhibit, (918) 456-6007 

Dec 2 Christmas Open House, Chisholm Trail 
Museum. Kingfisher, (405) 375-5176 

Dec 7 Holiday Gaia Mabee-Gerrer Museum of 
Art, Shawnee. (405) 878-5300 

ON THE STAGE 

Community Theater Bartlesville. Nov 4: Choral 
Society — Songs of Wayfaring Souls. Nov 17: 
Lauren Green Meets Lauren Green. Nov 30, 
Dec 1 ,2: King Island Christmas— An Oratorio, 
(918)336-2787 

Community Playhouse Broken Arrow, Nov 1 - 
4: The Twilight of the Golds. Dec 7-16: Meet 
Me in St Louis. (918) 258-0077 

Rose State Performing Arts Theatre Midwest 


★ Editors' Picks 


CALENDAR 


City. Nov 3,4: Vienna to Broadway— Music in 
the Theatre. Nov 8: Cabaret Capers, Nov 10, 11 : 
Inspired by People, Nov 30- Deo 2: Yuletide 
Magic Dec 1 : Jim Brickman Christmas Show. 
Dec 8: Midwest Choral Society, (405} 733*7960 

Nov 1 -4,8-1 1 Our Town, Town & Gown Theater, 
Stillwater, (405) 372-9122 

Nov 3,10*17,24 Jam Session! Courthouse Lawn. 
Stigler, (918)967-6681 

Nov 3 One O'clock North Texas Lab Band, Arts 
Theatre, Woodward, (580) 256-7120 

★ Nov 3,4 Holiday Open House, Keepsake 
Candle Factory. (918) 336*0351 

Nov 9-11 ,15-18 Foiled by an Innocent Maid & 
The Curse of the Iron Horse, Boomtown The- 
atre, Drumright. (918) 352-2236 

RODEO Sr HORSE EVENTS 

Nov 1-4 Open Dressage Show & Regional 
Championships, Heart of Oklahoma Expo 
Center, Shawnee, (405) 275-9780 

Nov 9,10,16,17 Dodge Prairie Circuit Finals 
Rodeo, Lazy E Arena, Guthrie. (405) 282-7433 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Greenfeaf Park Braggs, Nov 16,17: Star Party, 
Dec 8: Old-Fashioned Christmas Party. (91 8) 
487-7125 

GW Exotic Animal Park Wynnewood.Nov 18: 
Thanksgiving at the Park. Dec 16 Tigers for Tots, 
(405) 665-5197 

Roman Nose Resort Park Watonga. ★Nov 1 7 : 
All Things Brown & Leafless. Nov 22: Thanks- 
giving Buffet. Dec 15: Astronomical Stories, 
(580) 62 3’ 7 281 


Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 

Indiahoma. Nov 4,11: Fall Foliage Walk, Nov 
16,17: Stars over the Wichitas. (580) 429-3222 
Nov 1 -4 Art Show, Artist of the Arbuckfes Build- 
ing, Sulphur, (580) 622-2216 

Nov 2,3 Arts A Crafts Show, County Fair 3. Expo 
Center, Duncan, (580) 255-0841 
Nov 2-4 Arts, Craft & Antique Show, Payne 
County Fairgrounds, Stillwater, (405) 624-1828 
Mo v 2-4 Arts A Crafts Show, Soulhesst Okla- 
homa Expo Center, McAlester, (405) 420-3976 
Nov 2-4 Will Rogers Days, Expo Center, 
Claremore, (918) 341-0719 
Nov 3 Heart of the Crafter, First United Method- 
ist Church, Broken Arrow, (918) 355-2445 
Nov 4 Will Rogers Days Birthplace Celebra- 
tion, Will Rogers Memorial Museum. 
Claremore, (918)341-0719 
Nov 8-10 Ready for Teddies, First Christian 
Church, Jenks, (918) 224*9574 
Nov 8-11 Western Oklahoma Kennel Club, 
Civic Center, Elk City, (580) 225-0207 
Nov 12 Veteran’s Day Program, Fort Gibson, 
(918)478-2334 

Nov 16-17 Indian Territory Festival, Commu- 
nity Center. Broken Arrow, (91 8) 643-1707 
Nov 17 Altrusa Hall of Trees Dinner A Auc- 
tion, University of Science A Arts, Chickasha, 
(405) 224*7305 

Nov 17 Heart Craft Fair, Christian Academy, 
Jenks, (918) 299-8181 

Nov 17,18 Arts & Crafts Show, Heart of Okla- 
homa Expo Center. Shawnee, (405) 275-9780 
Nov 17,18 Historic Home Tour, Citywide, 
Newkirk, (580) 362-2377 


Nov 17, Dec 15 Tatting Workshop, Chisholm 
Trail Museum, Kingfisher, (405) 375-5176 
Nov 18-21 Hunter’s Chili Bowl, Day/Wolf Inn, 
Hodgen, (918) 653-2187 
Nov 24 Amish A English Arts & Crafts Ba- 
zaar, Elementary School Gym. Mazie, (91 8) 
476*5990 

Nov 24 Craft Show, Sundowner indoor Arena, 
Coleman, (580) 937-7440 

Dec 1,2 Holiday Arts & Crafts Show, Commu* 
nity Center, Bixby, (918) 366-4841 
Dec 1 .2,8,9 Territorial Home Tours, Citywide, 
Guthrie, (405) 282-1947 

Dec 8 Victorian Walk, Downtown, Guthrie, 
(405) 282-1947 

Dec 15,16 Bed & Breakfast Tours, Citywide. 
Guthrie, (405) 282-1947 

Dec 21 Winter Solstice Day & Night Walks, 

Spiro Mounds Arohaelogical Center. Spiro, 
(918)962*2062 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Fireworks Display, 

Downtown, Alva, (580) 327*1647 

Dec 31 New Year’s Party, Courthouse Lawn. 
Pawnee, (918) 762-2108 

LIVING HISTORY 

Nov 16*18 Dickens on the Boulevard, Down 
town. Claremore, (918) 341-8615 
Nov 30, Dec 1 Historic Candlelight Tour* 

Chickasaw Nat I Recreation Area, Sulphur, 
(580) 622-3165 

Dec 8 1920s Lantern Tour, Pioneer Heritage 
Townsite Center, Frederick, (580) 335-5844 
Dec 14,15 1848 Candlelight Tour, Fort Gibson 
Historic Site, Fort Gibson, (918) 478-4088 

For more Calendar listings, visit 
our website at oklahomafoday.com* 

Dotes and times are subject to change; 
please con/Jrm before attending any event 
The calendar is a free service published on 
a space-available basis. To be considered, 
please mar/ a concise notice of the event (a 
separate page for each event) that includes 
date, time, place , address * admission prices, 
and bath a contact telephone number and a 
phone number that can be published. 
Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today 
three eolen da r months prior to publication 
fr.e. March-April events are due Jan I ). 

Send to; Entertainment Calendar t Okla- 
homa Today, P.O. Box 53384, Oklahoma 
City , OK 73IS2 or fax: (405) 522-4588. 
Address electronic mail to 
calendar@oklahomatodoy, com. Questions ? 
Call (405) 521-2496 ; we cannot t however * 
take //stings over the telephone. 


Packing Angels 

Dusty angels hang around 

after wreath and pine tree go* 

having done their Christmas magic; 

like treetop angel's inspiration 

or corn-shuck one with broken wings 

when it fell among the plants 

and replaced its wings with leaves; 

soft* fuzzy angel on a sack 

pasted mid flight by a child; 

perfect-doll one, smiling with her wig askew. 

Now out of sight, like angels in the snow 
with heart and time, the/ll all be back. 

— Norma L. Thomas 

Norma L Thomas is a poet from Edmond. She 
lives with her husband t Eugene. 
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You Picked a Fine Time to Leave Us, Lucille’s 


In Route 6 &'$ heyday, 
Lucille's was a place where 
weary travelers could ft I l*er 
up, stretch their legs, or 
spend the night at Hamons 
Court! the now-defunct 
cabins. Often, before 
heading back out on the 
highway, travelers just 
might have a home-cooked 
meal in their bellies, 
courtesy of owner Lucille 
Hamons, to bid them 
Godspeed. The old station 
closed its doors after 
Hamons passed away in 
August 2000, On Septem- 
ber 13, Lucille's was sold on 
eBay for $35,600 to Peter 
Rezk, a Californian, who 
says he intends to restore 
the old place. 


T raveling in the great plains, its easy 

for the sky and song of the pavement to lull us 
into missing the uniqueness that thrums there. 
Case in point, Lucille's on historic Route 66 near 
Hydro. The old place is a just a jot away from In- 
terstate 40, and in the rush of today’s traffic, it 
would be easy to overlook. 

Lucille's is a frozen moment in time. With gas 
pumps and shop on ground level, a second story 
living quarters above the gas pumps, adjacent cab- 
ins — once a haven for those needing overnight 
shelter— and mobile home behind the shop, the 
property has been uninhabited since Lucille 
Hamons, its proprietor since 1941, died on August 
IS, 2000. It's a testament to a vanishing lifestyle, 
where a business owner's livelihood and personal 
life were seamlessly joined, where business as usual 
meant knocks on the door in the wee hours or 
honks for gas during a snowstorm. 

Hamons' daughter, Cheryl Nowka, now living 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, was born in the upstairs 
room of Lucille's. She recalls coming home from 
school and never knowing who might be at the 
dinner table. For a child, such spontaneity was dis- 
concerting, but years later, Nowka realized her 
mother's generosity was also her essence, what 
kept her going until her death at age eighty- five. 


1 t’s also what made the place so famous. 

Hamons stopped selling gasoline in the late 
1 980s and sold Route 66 memorabilia, including 
her own line of T-shirts, coffee cups, and ball 
caps, until the day she died. She delighted in the 
people who asked for her autograph, who never 
stopped visiting the '"Mother of the Mother 
Road," as Hamons came to be known in later 
years. She fittingly used this nickname for the title 
of her 1997 autobiography. 

Lucille's, on the National Register of Historic 
Places, was sold on eBay in September, and the 
building is more famous than ever. Since the prop- 
erty' appeared on eBay, Nowka has been busy giv- 
ing interview after interview, to radio stations in 
Australia and to publications such as t/SA Today. 

“I would get out and walk on the freeway like it 
was my sidewalk/' says Nowka, fifty-three. “It was 
just part of my playground.” 

What was once just another stop on the road is 
now an expiring destination, a pilgrimage for 
Route 66 aficionados far and wide, for those who 
hope to catch a glimpse of the past, who come not 
only to pay tribute to a legend, but to remember a 
time when a stop on a two-lane highway and a 
generous- hearted woman was a haven to so many. 

— Shauna Lawyer Struby 
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We've put another notch 
in our safety belt. 



Your safety is our primary concern at the Oklahoma 
Transportation Authority. That's why we're proud to have 
been named the safest turnpike system in the country by 
the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association. 
Attentive drivers, safe roadways, and a diligent Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol make traveling a breeze. The Oklahoma 
Transportation Authority is your best traveling companion. 



Oklahoma Transportation Au thority 
Saving Money, Time ami Lives 



Brrr. Jack frost may he nipping at your nose . But thanks to dean * safe, and reliable 


natural gas, your home ran he free from the dull Choose t he Gas Advantage. OKLAHOMA 
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